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Operation Geronimo and 
the Resurrection

During Operation Geroni-
mo, U.S. Navy Seals killed 

terrorist Osama bin Laden in 
Abbottabad, Pakistan on May 1, 
2011. Contradictory reports from 
insiders abounded. Did these 
conflicting reports cast doubt on 
the fact of Osama’s death?

President Obama and his 
advisors were eyewitnesses, watching 
the raid live via the Seals’ helmet cam-
eras. The White House monitored the 
40-minute operation, but observers 
couldn’t agree on what happened.

ConfliCting RepoRts

1- We heard Osama fired in response 
to surrender demands; later we heard 
he was unarmed.

2- We heard Osama hid behind 
his wife. Then we heard he did not, 
but she charged the 
troops.

3- Deputy National 
Security Advisor John 
Brennan said the wom-
an died when Osama 
used her as a shield. 
Later we heard she was 
merely shot in the leg.

4- Osama’s son 
Hamza was reported 
killed. Instead it was 
his son Khalid.

5- White House 
spokesman Jay Carney 
said the Seals “were engaged in a fire-
fight throughout the operation.” CIA 
director Leon Panetta said, “Fire-
fights were going on as these guys 
were making their way up the stair-
case.” Contrary to these reports, only 
Osama’s courier was armed. After the 
Seals killed him at the beginning of 
the raid, nobody fired on them.

6- The wrecked helicopter was 
first described as having malfunc-
tioned. Later officials said it had not 
malfunctioned, but it got caught in an 
air vortex, lost lift power while hov-
ering, and made a hard landing, clip-
ping a wall with its tail.

7- Panetta said waterboarding 
Guantanamo detainees provided cru-
cial info for the raid. Others denied 
enhanced interrogation techniques 
helped.

8- Different codenames were cited 
for the operation: Geronimo 
and Neptune’s Spear. Osama’s 
codename was reported as 
Geronimo and Jackpot. Which 
codenames were correct?

9- Brennan reported Osa-
ma lived in a “million-dollar-
plus compound.” Local as-
sessors judged the property at 
$250,000 max.

10- Reports differed on 
how Osama’s body was identi-
fied. Some said from photos. 
Others said by his wife. Still 
others said with DNA tests.

Do these conflicting re-
ports make you doubt whether 
the Navy Seals actually killed 
Osama? 

Then why be disturbed 
when skeptics cite alleged con-
tradictions in the Resurrection 
accounts as evidence the Res-
urrection never happened?

Even if actual contradic-

tions existed in Resurrec-
tion accounts, that would 
not be evidence the event 
did not occur – just as 
contradictions in Opera-
tion Geronimo accounts 
from eyewitness insiders 
are not evidence Opera-
tion Geronimo did not oc-
cur.

When witnesses dis-
agree about a traffic acci-

dent, is that evidence the accident did 
not happen?

Conflicting reports do not mean 
an event did not happen. Variations 
indicate independent witnesses. Mul-
tiple independent reports actually in-
crease the certainty an event occurred.

Handling disCRepanCies

Resurrection accounts are historical 
records. None claim, however, to be 
exhaustive records of everything that 
happened. Each writer chooses de-

tails to include or omit. 
Accounts complement 
each other to give a 
fuller picture than any 
one report alone. Com-
plementary does not 
mean contradictory.

Regarding #10 
above, all identification 
methods listed were 
probably used. Like-
wise, the Resurrection 
accounts encompass 
different valid details.

Differences in Resurrection narra-
tives by Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 
and Paul conclusively rule out fabri-
cation and collusion. If they contrived 
to invent Resurrection accounts, 
would they have included such ob-
vious differences? If there were no 
variations, critics would charge they 
copied each other. Differences show 
accounts come from independent 
sources.

Alleged contradictions can be sat-
isfactorily explained through careful 
analysis. Critics claiming contradic-
tions bear the burden of proof. It may 
not be possible to positively verify ex-
planations of seeming discrepancies, 
but once reasonable explanations are 
given, contradiction claims collapse.

Inclusion of embarrassing details 
and variations actually increases re-
port credibility. For example, after Je-

sus’ arrest the disciples are portrayed 
as scared and cowardly – not as bold, 
courageous leaders. The risen Jesus 
first showed Himself to women, not 
men – unusual for that era. Some dis-
played unbelief and lack of recogni-
tion; skeptics could claim these peo-
ple were mistaken and did not really 
see Jesus. 

Fraudulent accounts would omit 
these unflattering or controversial 
details. Why did the Gospels include 
them? Because they occurred, and 
Gospel writers faithfully recorded 
what happened. These characteristics 
mark the records as reliable and true.

examples

I’ll explain some frequently cited 
Resurrection “contradictions” to show 
how to resolve apparent discrepan-
cies.

Women visit the tomb–Who and 
how many? Matthew names Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary as those 
who visited the tomb Sunday morn-
ing. Mark lists Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome. Luke 
cites Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James, and other women. 
John mentions Mary Magdalene. 

Each author lists women who vis-
ited the tomb, but none claims to give 
an exhaustive list. Hence the reports 
are complementary, not contradic-
tory. Luke’s account includes all the 
lists. 

Even though John mentions only 
Mary Magdalene, her use of “we” 
( John 20:2) indicates companions 

John did not name.
News of the empty tomb 

certainly triggered multiple 
visits. John relates two vis-
its by Mary Magdalene and 
mentions angels only on the 
second visit. Different num-
bers of women and angels 
could have been present for 
the different visits described 
by the Gospel writers.

Messengers at the 
tomb–Angels or men, and 
how many? Matthew men-
tions one angel. Mark de-
scribes one man. Luke men-
tions two men. John reports 
two angels. 

The messengers were 
undoubtedly angels, as Mat-
thew and John state. Mark 
and Luke describe them as 
men, because they behaved, 
talked and looked like men. 
Angels frequently appeared 

as men and were often called men in 
the Old Testament. For example, the 
three “men” who visited Abraham and 
Sarah were called both men and an-
gels (Genesis 18-19).

Apparently there were at least two 
angels. Reporting what one angel 
spokesman said does not rule out the 
presence of a second angel. No ac-
count says “only one” or “exactly two.”

empty tomb

Did you believe the president’s an-
nouncement that Osama was dead? 
The claim was falsifiable. It could 
have been disproved (falsified) if Is-
lamic terrorists had produced Osama. 
They would have loved to make the 
president appear a fool and negate 
America’s triumph. Yet they couldn’t 
falsify the death claim.

Obama wouldn’t have made such 
an easily falsifiable claim unless he 
knew it was true.

Likewise, the Resurrection was fal-
sifiable. Jesus’ grave was public knowl-
edge and guarded by a cadre of Roman 
soldiers. All that was necessary to dis-
prove Resurrection claims was to pro-
duce the body. Nobody produced the 
body, because they could not. Empty 
grave clothes show the body was not 
stolen ( John 20:5-7).

The disciples would not have 
declared and died for Resurrection 
claims that were falsifiable, unless 
they knew Jesus rose.

aCCuRate aCCounts

The Resurrection accounts look very 
accurate compared with Operation 
Geronimo accounts. Resurrection ac-
counts are different but not contra-
dictory. They reflect the diversity one 
expects from different people report-
ing the same event.

Scripture records over 500 people 
seeing Jesus alive on at least 10 differ-
ent occasions within weeks after He 
had been buried in a sealed tomb for 
three days and three nights. Matthew, 
Mark, John, Peter and Paul recorded 
testimony to the Resurrection as eye-
witnesses. Investigative reporter Luke 
documented his research findings.

I believe the disciples. The empty 
tomb and grave clothes thunder, “Jesus 
rose from the dead.” Soli Deo Gloria.

Read the Bible-Science Guy blog at 
http://BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.com 
and follow him at http://twitter.com/
BibleScienceGuy.

Watching live video of the osama bin laden compound raid from the White house situation room.
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