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On March 11, 2011, a mag-
nitude 9.0 earthquake near 

Japan generated a Pacific-wide 
tsunami traveling across the 
ocean at 500 mph. Devastation 
stretched 400 miles along Ja-
pan’s northeast coast. 

In some places 40-foot-high 
tsunami waves hit the shore. Entire 
towns were swept away by the tsu-
nami floodwaters.

The quake epicenter was in the 
ocean 81 miles east of Sendai, Japan, 
and 245 miles northeast of Tokyo. 
Hundreds of major aftershocks fol-
lowed – over 100 of magnitude 5 or 6, 
with several over 7.

It’s a mind-numbing disaster of 
immense proportions. Based on the 
numbers missing, the death toll is 
tens of thousands. Estimates of the 
economic cost are over $100 billion. 
It will impact everybody worldwide.

shiFTing crusTal PlaTes

Physical causes of the earthquake in-
cluded movement of adjoining tec-
tonic plates as one “shudderingly” 
shifted 30 feet underneath the adja-
cent one. 

Geologists think the relief of pres-
sure at the March 11 quake site added 
strain to an adjacent fault near Tokyo. 
They believe a piece of the Pacific 
plate under Tokyo caused the 1855 
quake of magnitude 7.3 that killed 
7,000. This piece is now under in-
creased stress and could cause future 
Tokyo quakes. 

The US Geological Survey report-
ed that the quake moved Japan eight 
feet eastward and shifted earth’s poles 
by three inches. NASA’s Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory says the quake short-
ened earth’s day by 1.8 microseconds. 
Chile’s February 2010 earthquake of 
magnitude 8.8 also altered earth’s ro-
tational axis (shifted poles) and short-
ened the day by 1.26 microseconds.

Shortening of the day results from 
a slightly increased spin rate. Spin 
increases to conserve angular mo-
mentum as land masses settle, just as 
skaters spin faster when they bring in 
arms and legs. Gravitational settling 
also generates heat through release of 
kinetic energy when movement stops, 
just as stopping a car converts its ki-
netic energy to heat through braking.

This may explain the origin of the 
earth’s interior heat and its odd year 
of 365.2424 days. The standard ex-
planation for earth’s heat is radioac-
tive decay, but the level of radioactiv-
ity measured in geysers and volcanoes 
is too low to support this explanation.

Earth’s pre-Flood years were 
probably 360 days (twelve 30-day 
months). This is suggested by the 
chronology of the Flood when the 

first five months lasted 
exactly 150 days. (Genesis 
7:11, 24; 8:3, 4)

Massive worldwide 
earthquakes during No-
ah’s Flood, more powerful 
than we can imagine when 
the fountains of the great 
deep burst open (Genesis 
7:11), may have caused 
gravitational settling that 
generated earth’s interior 

heat and shortened the day, thereby 
increasing the number of days in a 
year from 360 to 365. The Flood 
quakes may also have altered earth’s 
axis, as the Japan quake did.

moon & earThquakes

A full moon that occurs at the perigee 
(nearest point) of its orbit around the 
earth is super. A super full moon oc-
curred on March 19. It’s the closest 
full moon to earth since March 1983 
and for the next 5 years.

At perigee the moon is 30,000 
miles closer to earth than at apogee, 

but it’s still 220,000 miles away. It’s 
about 30% brighter and looks 14% 
larger.

The gravitational attraction of the 
moon on the earth is inversely pro-
portional to the square of the distance 
between them. (At half the distance, 
it’s 4 times as strong.) Inverse square 
law calculations show that the moon’s 
attractive force on earth is about 30% 
stronger at perigee than at apogee. 

This increased attraction certainly 
affects ocean tides and might trigger 
earthquakes. Was Japan’s 
quake influenced by the 
approaching moon? Pos-
sibly.

hisTorical PersPecTive

Japan’s quake is tied for the 
fourth largest in magnitude 
on the logarithmic Richter 
scale.

9.5–1960 Chile 
9.2–1964 Alaska 
9.1–2004 Indian Ocean
9.0–1952 Russia 
The December 2004 

Indian Ocean earthquake 
and tsunami were par-
ticularly deadly, killing 
230,000 people. It’s fifth 
on the all-time list of dead-
liest quakes.

krakaToa volcano

Such disasters should re-

ment on sin via Noah’s 
Flood 4500 years ago. The 
1883 eruption of the Indo-
nesian volcano Krakatoa is 
a small-scale example of the 
forces involved in the earth-
quakes and tsunamis asso-

ciated with Noah’s Flood. Krakatoa’s 
eruption occurred before earthquake 
magnitudes were measured, but it’s 
estimated to be of magnitude 8.8-9.2, 

one of the largest ever.
Ocean waves gener-

ated by Krakatoa’s erup-
tion totally covered nearby 
islands and inundated 
Java and Sumatra 130 feet 
above sea level six miles 
inland. Waves killed 
40,000 people, destroyed 
5,000 boats, and obliter-
ated 295 towns.

Waves traveled 400 
mph in the open ocean. 

Surges were recorded on tide gauges 
5,000 miles away in South Africa, 
6,000 miles away in Alaska, and 
11,000 miles away in the English 
Channel. Krakatoa’s brief eruption 
produced shock waves detected on 
barographs worldwide for five days.

The explosion is believed to be the 
loudest sound ever heard in modern 
history. People reported hearing it 
3,000 miles away.

Yet Krakatoa’s explosion and tsu-
nami were nothing compared to No-
ah’s Flood!

noah’s Flood

Pundits describing Japan’s tsunami 

exaggerated absurdly. It couldn’t be-
gin to compare with Noah’s Flood 
which covered the globe for a year, 
wiped out the entire population of 
the world except for eight people, 
and totally destroyed all the world’s 
economies. Nothing remotely ap-
proaching such total devastation has 
occurred since.

However, videos and pictures from 
Japan provide tiny glimpses of what 
Noah’s Flood was like. It’s not hard to 
extrapolate how earthquakes all over 
the world could easily cause global 
flooding.

What was Noah’s Flood like? The 
only eyewitness report is the record of 
Noah and his sons (Genesis 10:1). 

For five months during Noah’s 
Flood, the “fountains of the great deep 
burst open” worldwide. Tsunamis were 
being generated for five months! The 
waters took five more months to re-
cede and then two months for the 
earth to dry. In contrast, the waters of 
Japan’s tsunami receded in hours! The 
difference indicates the enormous 
magnitude of Noah’s Flood.

Imagine towering tidal 
waves hundreds of feet 
high washing across conti-
nents with horrific hyper-
canes pounding earth with 
300 mph winds, raining 10 
inches or more per hour. 

Post-flood geological 
adjustments continued for 
centuries. The oceanic, at-
mospheric, and geological 
upheavals of Noah’s Flood 
defy imagination. The 
Apostle Peter declared the 
Flood destroyed the world 
(2 Peter 3:6).

May we all learn the les-
son that Jesus drew from 
disasters. When asked the 
reason for tragedy, Jesus 
replied, “Unless you repent, 
you will all likewise perish.” 
(Luke 13:5) Soli Deo Gloria.

E-mail Dr. Pelletier 
at BibleScienceGuy@
woodsidenews.org. Read 
the Bible-Science Guy blog 
at http://BibleScienceGuy.
wordpress.com and follow 
him at http://twitter.com/
BibleScienceGuy.

With 30% more gravitational 

trigger earthquakes.

March 2011 tsunami wreckage in Ofunato, Japan.

p
h

O
TO

 b
Y
 c

O
m

m
u

N
Ic

aTIO
N

 S
p
E
c

Ia
lIS

T 1
S

T c
la

S
S

 m
aTTh

E
W

 b
R

a
D

lE
Y
/ u

S
 N

av
Y

WILLIAM T. 
PELLETIER PH.D.

THE BIBLE AND SCIENCE BY WILLIAM T. PELLETIER, PH.D. [WOODSIDE NEWS COLUMNIST]

Earthquakes, Tsunamis, 
V  olcanoes, & Noah’s Flood

pull, a super full moon might 

as a disaster of “Biblical proportions” 

mind man of Yahweh’s judg-
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