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Scripture records some very hard-to-ex-
plain astronomical events.
One of the most perplexing is the Long 

Day of Joshua around 1400 B.C. To pro-
long daylight, Joshua commanded the sun 
to stand still so that the Israelite army could 
complete its conquest of five Amorite armies 
( Joshua 10:12-14).

Another is when the sun’s shadow 
moved backwards on a sundial for a sign 
to Judah’s King Hezekiah that he would 
be healed around 700 B.C. (Isaiah 38:1-
8). Scripture records that the sun’s shad-
ow moved 10 steps backward. Depending 
on the sundial’s construction, a step prob-
ably represented from one to 30 minutes, 
so that time ran “backwards” for from 10 
minutes to five hours. 

What are we to make of these ac-
counts? How is it possible for the sun 
to stand still or move backward?

nasa ComPuTers

For decades reports have circulated in 
pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines 
that NASA computers have found 
Joshua’s Long Day and Hezekiah’s ex-
tra time. 

Claims that astronomical calcula-
tions identified a missing day actually 
began in 1890 with Charles Totten, a 
professor of military science at Yale, 
in his book Joshua’s Long Day and the 
Dial of Ahaz. Totten based his calcula-
tion on the assumption that Creation 
began on Sunday, Sept. 22, 4000 B.C. 

In 1936 the story was resurrected 
in Harry Rimmer’s book The Harmony 
of Science and Scripture, but he provid-
ed no documentation or proof. Recent 
embellished versions of the story credit NASA com-
puters with the discovery.

The story runs like this. Astronomers were cal-
culating positions of the sun, moon, and planets 
to determine safe satellite trajectories. As NASA’s 
computers ran to and fro over the centuries, they 
suddenly locked up because they hit a missing day 
in time. Celestial bodies were not properly situated; 
they were one day off position.

Nobody could resolve the problem un-
til one Christian scientist remembered from 
Sunday school that God had made the sun 
stand still for a day. Reportedly his skeptical 
colleagues reworked the data and found the 
missing time in Joshua’s day was 23 hours and 
20 minutes. This left a discrepancy of 40 min-
utes which continued to abort the program.

Then the Christian remembered how God 
gave Hezekiah on his deathbed a sign that He 
would heal him by making the sun’s shadow 
go back 10 degrees. This supposedly provided 
the remaining 40 minutes and now the com-
puter program ran perfectly.

Despite its appeal, this NASA computer 
story is a hoax. It’s not true. The originator 
was Harold Hill, a Baltimore engineer, who 
published it in Oct. 1969 and later repeated 
the story in his 1974 book Living Like a King’s 
Kid. Despite numerous requests, Hill never 
provided any documentation, and NASA has 
officially denied the story. 

Moreover, such verification isn’t math-
ematically possible. Using Newton’s laws of 
motion, astronomers can backtrack and show 
where celestial bodies should have been on 
any given day in history. But there are no his-
torical records of precisely where they actually 

were at specific times centuries ago. 
To detect a missing day, it’s necessary to 

have a known checkpoint in time prior to 
the missing day. Another known checkpoint 
would be needed between Joshua and Heze-
kiah. These reference points must be known 
accurately both by historical records and as-
tronomical computations in order to verify 
“missing or extra” time.

Such known checkpoints do not exist. 
Eclipses are possibilities, but the earliest 
recorded eclipse is two centuries after Josh-
ua. And ancient historians did not record 
timing of eclipses within an accuracy of 
minutes as would be necessary if the story 
were true.

These astronomical events of Joshua’s 
and Hezekiah’s day certainly occurred. But 
the story of NASA computers finding these 

time periods is completely false. It’s an urban legend.

worldwide memories

The event Joshua reports would have affected the en-
tire globe. Is there historical evidence of a Long Day 
in folk stories worldwide, just as many cultures have 
memories of Noah’s Flood? 

The Greek historian Herodotus says Egyptian 
priests showed him records of a day that lasted twice 
as long as normal. The Chinese have similar memories.

American Indian tribes, Aztecs, and Mayans all 
have stories of a long night. West Africa and Peru 
have similar stories.

These stories from about the time of Joshua are 
not randomly distributed across the globe. When lo-
cations are plotted on a map, all the “long night” sto-
ries can be covered by earth’s night shadow, and all the 
“long day” stories are in the daylight. This is evidence 
the stories are memories of a true event.

Concerning Hezekiah’s event, Babylon sent am-
bassadors to inquire about “the wonder that had hap-
pened in the land” (2 Chronicles 32:31). This suggests 
Babylon knew about the event and knew Hezekiah 
was the proper source for information.

how?
The Long Day of Joshua is one of the most astound-
ing miracles of the Bible. Scripture says there’s never 
been a day like it before or since ( Joshua 10:14). How 
did Yahweh do it?

Maybe God slowed the rotation of the earth so 
that the sun appeared to remain stationary. This would 
require supernatural management of many attendant 
effects such as keeping the oceans from washing over 
the continents and the atmosphere from generating 
1,000 mph winds.

Or maybe God changed the earth’s rotation axis so 
that for one day the battle site became the rotational 

north pole. Or maybe God refracted the sun’s 
light around the earth.

These theories are fraught with mathemati-
cal and physical problems and would require 
a plethora of supporting miracles. Moreover 
they don’t address the fact that the moon also 
stood still.

All conjectured naturalistic explanations 
for Joshua’s long day are physically impos-
sible apart from the direct intervention of 
the Almighty.

Nobody knows how God did it. But He 
did. The heavens are subject to the Almighty 
who created them by the power of His word 
(Psalm 33:6). The God who hung 100 billion 
trillion stars in space so that not one of them 
is missing (Isaiah 40:26) can certainly tinker 
with the solar system to accomplish His pur-
pose and answer men’s prayers. 

If God made the sun and moon stand still 
to solve Joshua’s problem, then He can solve 
any problem we face. Soli Deo Gloria.

E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@
woodsidenews.org. Read the Bible-Science 
Guy blog at http://BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.
com and follow him at http://twitter.com/
BibleScienceGuy. 
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The god who hung 

100 billion trillion 

stars in space so 

that not one of them 

is missing (Isaiah 

40:26) can certainly 

tinker with the solar 

system to accomplish 

His purpose.
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