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SATURDAY— I escaped last Tuesday night, 
and traveled two days, and built me another 
shelter in a secluded place, and obliterated my 
tracks as well as I could, but she hunted me 
out by means of a beast which she has tamed 
and calls a wolf, and came making that pitiful 
noise again, and shedding that water out of the 
places she looks with. I was obliged to return 
with her. She engages herself in many foolish 
things; among others; to study out why the 
animals called lions and tigers live on grass and flow-
ers, when, as she says, the sort of teeth they wear would 
indicate that they were intended to eat each other. This is 
foolish, because to do that would be to kill each other, and 
that would introduce what, as I understand, is called 
“death”; and death, as I have been told, has not yet en-
tered the Park. Which is a pity, on some accounts. 

Mark Twain announced he translated Extracts 
from Adam’s Diary (1904) from Adam’s original hi-
eroglyphics. The extracts are humorous but often 
deviate from Scripture. This month’s extracts are 
pre-Fall and begin with Saturday of Adam’s third 
week.

The Diary is correct that before sin there was 
no death of any liv-
ing creature. Sin and 
death entered the 
world through Adam; 
they were conquered 
by the second Adam, 
Jesus Christ (Romans 
5:12, 18-19; 1 Corin-
thians 15:21-22).

Theistic evolu-
tionists argue that 
death was part of God’s method of developing cre-
ation. But then how could death be the consequence 
of Adam’s sin? Death was the penalty for sin. Hence 
there was no death of any creature before Adam 
sinned.

Furthermore, why would Christ have to die? If, as 
evolutionists say, death was not caused by sin, then 
resolving the sin problem would not affect death. 
But Scripture links death to sin; Scripture teaches 
that Christ’s death and resurrection atoned for sin, 
conquering death. Evolutionism assaults the central 
message of Scripture.

One cannot tell from an animal’s teeth what it was 
intended to eat. For example, pandas’ large, 
strong, sharp teeth are not for eating meat, 
but for eating tough bamboo stalks. Beavers’ 
strong teeth are used for gnawing trees. 

This has been confirmed by eyewitnesses. 
We don’t have eyewitnesses to confirm how 
teeth of fossilized animals were used.

Maybe originally lions and tigers also ate 
tough plants like bamboo or even saplings. 
Similarly buzzard talons and beaks are now 
used for carrion, but before death entered they 
must have been used for plants.

It is logically invalid to extrapolate back-
wards and draw conclusions for the pre-sin 
world based on post-sin evidence and condi-
tions. We know very little of earth’s pre-sin 
condition besides the Almighty’s evaluation 
that it was “very good.”

MONDAY—She has been climbing that tree 
again. Clodded her out of it. She said nobody was 
looking. Seems to consider that a sufficient justifi-
cation for chancing any dangerous thing. Told her 
that. The word justification moved her admira-
tion – and envy, too, I thought. It is a good word. 

TUESDAY—She told me she was made out 
of a rib taken from my body. This is at least doubt-
ful, if not more than that. I have not missed any 
rib… She is in much trouble about the buzzard; 
says grass does not agree with it; is afraid she can’t 

raise it; thinks it was intended to live 
on decayed flesh. The buzzard must get 
along the best it can with what is pro-
vided. We cannot overturn the whole 
scheme to accommodate the buzzard.

Contrary to Twain’s imaginative 
Diary, Adam knew Yahweh made 
him out of dirt and made Eve from 
his rib (Genesis 2:21-23). From 
that original pair all other humans 
descended in the usual way. Thus 
mankind came from one person, 

Adam (Acts 17:26).
Some question the Genesis record be-

cause today everyone has 12 pairs of ribs. 
Some suppose men should have fewer ribs 
than women, because God took one of Ad-
am’s ribs to form Eve. However, removing 
a rib does not change the genetic blueprint 
passed to offspring. The loss of a parent’s 
bone does not affect the child, because it 
does not change the DNA.

Why did Yahweh make Eve from a rib? 
Why not the pelvis or femur (thighbone), 
the body’s largest bone? 

Possible reasons have been discovered 

from bone grafts. The rib cage is an almost endless 
supply of bone. As long as the outer membrane cov-
ering the rib is left intact, the rib regenerates. Adam 
probably re-grew his rib!

Did Adam have a navel? No. Adam was never 
connected to a mother by an umbilical cord, so he 
did not have the scar formed by severing it. Check-
ing belly buttons is one of several ways to distinguish 
someone from Adam when you hear, “I don’t know 
him from Adam.” Although without a navel, Adam 
might have had something else: a “ribbel,” formed 
where God extracted a rib to make Eve.

TUESDAY—She has taken up with a snake now. 
I am glad because the snake talks, and this enables me to 
get a rest.

FRIDAY—She says the snake advises her to try the 
fruit of the tree, and says the result will be a great and fine 
and noble education. I told her there would be another re-
sult, too – it would introduce death into the world. That 
was a mistake – it had been better to keep the remark to 
myself; it only gave her an idea – she could save the sick 
buzzard, and furnish fresh meat to the despondent lions 
and tigers. I advised her to keep away from the tree. She 

said she wouldn’t. I foresee trouble. 
Twain’s Diary portrays Adam as not de-

ceived by the Serpent about the forbidden fruit 
but depicts Eve as fooled by the Serpent.

This matches what Scripture teaches. Adam 
was not deceived. He sinned knowingly, but 
Eve was deceived (1 Timothy 2:14; 2 Corin-
thians 11:3). Adam’s priority in creation and 
Eve’s deception are the reasons that Scripture 
assigns to men the responsibility for authority 
and teaching in the church and home.

Twain’s Adam correctly said that death 
would be the result of eating the forbidden 
fruit. Contrary to the Diary, the buzzard would 
not have been sick nor the lions and tigers de-
spondent in the pre-Fall world. 

Before the advent of sin, animals would have 
functioned as they were created to live – enjoy-
ing the plants they were designed to eat with no 
desire for raw meat. That desire came after the 
entry of death through sin. Soli Deo Gloria.

woodsidenews.org. Read the Bible-Science 
Guy blog at http://BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.
com. Follow him at http://twitter.com/
BibleScienceGuy.  
See May 2010 & Aug 2010 columns for  
preceding extracts and commentary. 
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How does evolutionism 

assault the central 

message of Scripture?
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Escaping! stone pictograph from Adam’s Diary
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