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Who is the most titled man 
in history? 

Throughout the ages, leaders 
of nations have claimed many 
august titles. Military officers 
have earned numerous honors. 
Politicians have served in diverse 
capacities and boasted strings of 
official titles. Scholars have accu-
mulated multiple degrees. 

But there is one man of history whose titles far 
surpass all others, both in quantity and quality. His 
titles include Prince of Peace, Second Adam, Lion 
of Judah, Everlasting Father, Wonderful Counselor, 
Savior, Mighty God, King of Kings, Lord of Lords.

This man is also rightly titled Creator and Sus-
tainer: He undergirds all of science and nature, “for by 
Him all things were created, and in Him all things hold 
together.”  (Col 1:16, 17)

 The universe and all it contains would disinte-
grate apart from the moment-by-moment sustaining 
power of this man.

There is no mistaking the holder of so many titles. 
Jesus of Nazareth is the most titled man in history! 
Merely to read aloud all the titles of worth, dignity, and 
honor ascribed to Him in Scripture takes 45 minutes.

Christ

The most common title for Jesus in the New Testa-
ment is Christ (529 times), meaning Anointed One. It’s 
the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew title Messiah. 

This title identifies One appointed by God Al-
mighty to rescue humanity from sin. It was the most 
critical and most difficult task of history – a job no-
body else could do. 

The task was to pay the penalty for sin by dying 
as a sinless man in man’s stead. Had it not been ac-
complished, all would be destined for hell. The 
Resurrection was proof that Jesus successfully 
completed this mission (Acts 17:31). 

LorD

A close second for the most common title is 
Lord, a title once reserved primarily for God 
the Father. This title recognizes Jesus’ authority 
over all creation. He will judge everyone at the 
end of time based on obedience to His Word 
( John 5:22,27; 12:48). 

Jesus rarely used “Christ” or “Lord.” He re-
ferred to both when He asked the Pharisees how 
the Christ could be David’s son if David called 
Him Lord. This is the question that once and for 
all extinguished the Pharisees attempts to trap 
Him verbally, for “no one dared from that day on to 
ask Him another question.”  (Matthew 22:41-46)

the son of man

A distant third in frequency is the title The Son 
of Man. Yet from another perspective this title 
ranks #1, for The Son of Man is Jesus’ favorite 
designation for Himself. 

 “Son of Man” occurs 87 times in the Gos-
pels. All were by Jesus except once when listen-
ers equated “Son of Man” with “Christ” and 
asked who the Son of Man was ( John 12:34).

Son of Man is a perplexing title. What did Je-

sus intend to communicate by its use?
Yahweh called Ezekiel “son of man” 93 

times to emphasize Ezekiel’s humanity. 
Certainly Jesus’ use includes reference to His 
own genuine humanness ( John 1:14). But it 
was also a claim to something far more. 

The title Son of Man comes from the 
prophet Daniel who saw a vision: “With 
the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man 
was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of 
Days and was presented before Him. To Him 
was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, 
that all the peoples, nations, and men of every 
language might serve Him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion which will not pass 
away; and His kingdom is one which will not 
be destroyed.”  (Daniel 7:13-14)

Daniel’s vision was of the court of 
heaven preparing to judge the world. The 
Son of Man was the Judge to whom all 
dominion, authority, and glory was given 
with an everlasting kingdom. When Jesus 
identified Himself as The Son of Man, 
He was claiming to be this divine person 
Daniel saw.

His hearers understood this, for His 
use of the title sometimes enraged them. 
If Jesus meant simply “I am human” by call-
ing Himself The Son of Man, no one would have 
disputed such a claim or become angry over it, much 
less been driven to murderous rage.

Jesus always used the definite article with Son of Man, 
thereby indicating a specific person. He was The Son of 

Man from Daniel, not a son of man like Ezekiel.
As The Son of Man He claimed authority to for-

give sins (Luke 5:24), to be mankind’s Savior (Mark 
10:45), power to rise from the dead (Mark 10:33-34), 
authority over angels (Matt 13:41), authority to return 
to judge the world (Matt 16:27; John 5:27), ultimate 

Kingship (Matt 16:28). These prerogatives which He 
claimed as The Son of Man are prerogatives of Deity. 

As The Son of Man Jesus claimed to be Lord of 
the Sabbath (Luke 6:5). His hearers knew the Sabbath 
was instituted by the Almighty at Creation. They 
would have understood the Lord of the Sabbath was 

the One who created the Sabbath. 
Six times in the Gospels Jesus 

specifically referenced Daniel’s 
Son of Man prophecy. In His trial 
before the Sanhedrin when the 
High Priest asked whether He was 
“the Christ, the Son of God, ” Jesus 
replied from Daniel 7: “You have 
said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, 
hereafter you shall see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of power, 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  (Matthew 26:64)
The reaction—tearing robes, ”He blasphemes,” “He 

deserves death”—shows the High Priest and Sanhe-
drin understood His Son of Man claim was a claim 
to Godship. That’s why they charged Him with blas-
phemy and condemned Him to death.

Jesus’ many uses of “Son of Man” reveal the 
full, multi-orbed understanding Jesus had of 
Himself, giving insight about how He under-
stood His own identity and mission.

Why did Jesus refer to Himself almost ex-
clusively as The Son of Man? 

I think there are three main reasons. First, 
it reflected His awareness of being the Messiah 
when discussing His death and resurrection. 

Second, Jesus came to redeem man as the 
representative of the human race, the Second 
Adam. He called Himself The Son of Man to 
convey profound identification with mankind.

Third, Son of Man half-concealed as well 
as half-revealed who He was. Just as Jesus used 
parables to conceal truths from casual listen-
ers but reveal them to true seekers (Matthew 
13:10-17), so also He was circumspect about 
revealing His full identity.

The Son of Man, Creator of heaven and 
earth, the Lord Christ our Redeemer – this is 
the Man whose birth we celebrate at Christ-
mas. He alone is worthy of devotion, obedi-
ence and worship. Soli Deo Gloria.

E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@
woodsidenews.org. Read the Bible-Science Guy 
blog at BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.com and 
follow him at twitter.com/BibleScienceGuy.

He who holds the universe together humbled Himself to be born as a man.

WILLIAM T. PELLETIER 
PH.D.
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would disintegrate apart from the   
The universe and all it contains  

moment-by-moment sustaining 
power of this man.   


