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Escapes in Alaska

Hiking in Bear Country, our two guides 
suddenly shouldered past and rushed 

down the steep trail to warn groups ahead be-
fore they reached two moose we had encoun-
tered on the way up. Did they leave their anti-
bear pepper spray with us? No. Surrounded by 
bear signs, my wife and I were alone in the Ke-
nai Mountains several miles from our Alaskan 
backcountry camp. Now what? 

I gripped my sturdy walking stick and fingered my 
laminated Bear Safety Card to show hungry bears. 
Intentionally noisy, we reached camp, escaping the 
bear menu.

For our 30th wedding anniversary I gave my wife a 
July Alaskan tour. When she requested my company, 
I agreed. It was the trip of a lifetime for us.

Big and BeautiFul

Alaska is a huge state – more than twice the size of 
Texas. It’s larger than the next three biggest states 
combined (Texas, California, Montana) and exceeds 
the combined 26 smallest states. It’s about 1/5 the 
size of the continental US.

Distances in Alaska are so great that some people 
fly almost like we drive cars. Alaska has 14 times as 
many pilots as the rest of the U.S. 

In fact, Alaska is the 
only state whose capital has 
no road access. The only 
way to get to Juneau is by 
boat or plane. Alaska’s first 
governor, William Egan, 
responded to road lobbying 
with, “Alaska already has 
two roads. How many do 
you want in one state?”

Anchorage has exten-
sive bike trails going over 
or underneath roads, so 
there are no traffic issues. 
Biking, we encountered 
two bull moose grazing be-
side a trail. Most other bik-
ers and hikers I told merely 
grunted and continued on 
their way – just like when I tell Michiganders I saw a 
squirrel. Moose can be quite dangerous, but we escaped 
death by moose charge.

Alaska has breathtaking beauty, replete with lakes, 
mountains, and ice. There are more than three million 
lakes over 25 acres. Alaska has more coastline than 
the entire continental US.

Alaska has more than half the world’s glaciers in-
cluding one larger than Switzerland. It has 29 active 
volcanoes – half the world’s total. 

Five mountain ranges surround Anchorage. In 
Alaska are 17 of the 20 highest U.S. peaks. Alaskan 
mountains reach two-thirds Himalayan heights, but 
they are much steeper.

Far more people live in Detroit than in the entire 
state of Alaska (pop. 660,000). Almost half reside in 
Anchorage along with 1,000 moose. Alaska has the 
fourth highest birth rate in the nation surpassed only by 
Utah, Texas and Idaho. Still caribou outnumber people 
in Alaska, as caribou benefit from the oil pipeline.

We saw sunset about 11 p.m. and sunrise about 5 
a.m. with long dawns and twilights. In the middle of 
summer you can read books outside all night long. In 
December, Anchorage only has five hours of daylight. 
Alaskans save fireworks for New Year’s Day because 
it’s not dark enough on July 4. 

kenai peninSula

Lake backcountry camp with no road access. We es-

caped drowning in the river rapids. 
Down the lake from the camp is a gigan-

tic beaver dam 90’ long, 8’ high, and 15’ wide 
at the base. 

We enjoyed explicit lectures by our guides 
on bear and moose safety. One demonstrated 
his large golf umbrella for scaring bears. They 
sternly warned us to travel in groups of at least 
four. These were the same guides who later 
abandoned us as a twosome on the trail to pre-
vent the rest from plowing into moose while 

rushing down the mountain for cold beers. 
The umbrella-guide was an expert on edible plants. 

We enjoyed grazing on leaves, flowers and berries on 
our seven-hour hike up and down the mountain. One 
hiker aiming her camera at a prickly rose was flabber-
gasted when this guide ate the flower she had in focus.

Statehood

Russia colonized Alaska in 1741 and sold it to the U.S. 
in 1867. The 586,400 square miles cost $7,200,600 
or $12.28 per square mile, less than two cents per 
acre. However, less than 1% of this land is privately 
owned.

Captain James Cook explored near Anchorage in 
1778. Later that year he so perturbed Hawaiians that 
they killed him. Around the world over 400 statues 
honor Cook, including one in Anchorage and clones 

in Hawaii and England – all three from the same 
company.

This year is the 50th anniversary of Alaska’s state-
hood. It’s usually identified as the 49th state (for al-
phabetical reasons), but Eisenhower took to his grave 
whether Alaska or Hawaii was first. He signed the 
statehood bills in secret without ever divulging which 
he signed first. However, being Republican, he likely 
signed Alaska first.

denali

Approaching Denali we stopped at the Fairview Inn 
in Talkeetna. Some speculate President Warren Hard-
ing was poisoned here in July 1923. The first president 
to visit Alaska died a few days later in California. We 
feasted on elk in Talkeetna and escaped poisoning.

We arrived at Denali National Park too late to 
climb McKinley – climbing season (April 15 to July 
15) had closed. “Out of luck,” as John Calvin would 
say. This year, 682 of 1161 summited. Since 1932, 
106 have died on McKinley. We escaped death on 
McKinley.

From base to peak 
McKinley is the tallest 
mountain in the world. 
Everest is the highest above 
sea level, but its base is far 
higher than McKinley’s 
2,000-foot base. 

As boulders cause rap-
ids in rivers, McKinley makes its own weather sys-
tems. Thus McKinley is viewable only 20% of the 
time – more in winter than summer. Answering my 
wife’s prayers, Yahweh granted us an afternoon of 
clear viewing of McKinley the day we rode into De-
nali. The Creator’s magnificent mountains filled us 
with awe.

The only road into Denali is a 90-mile gravel road. 
We rode a bus along steep cliffs to the end and saw 
wild grizzlies with cubs, caribou, dall sheep, wolf, 
eagles, beavers. 

In Denali we panned for gold (and found some) 
to help recoup the trip’s cost. Years ago a tourist 
panned a 19-ounce nugget from the same stream we 
worked.

deSign

Official explanations for many geological features we 
saw involved “local floods.” This perspective devel-
oped in the last dozen years. The evidence relent-
lessly drives scientists to acknowledge catastrophic 
deluges. When will they admit a global deluge? 

Secular guides frequently used the word “design” 
regarding animals and plants. Intricate marvels of 
Yahweh’s work inexorably drive people to recognize 
design. It can’t be ignored. It’s “in your face” in every 
facet of creation (Romans 1:20).

Follow the BibleScienceGuy at twitter.com/BibleScienceGuy.
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Our tour began with a Kenai River raft trip to a Skilak E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@woodsidenews.org. 


