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Forty-five centuries ago Noah and his 
sons built an ocean-going ship to pre-

serve life during the worst storm the world 
has ever known. With tidal waves crashing 
over continents, that worldwide flood of 
judgment from Yahweh makes Asia’s 2004 
tsunami look like a spring shower. 

Noah’s gigantic vessel has long fascinat-
ed people, but no one knows exactly how it 
looked. Recently large-scale models have been built 

duTCh ark

In April 2007 Noah’s Ark opened for visitors in 
Schagen, Holland, 30 miles north of Amsterdam.

The ark has replicas of animals throughout and 
a live petting zoo with sheep, chickens, goats, and 
camel on the top deck. Biblical exhibits are displayed 
throughout the ark.

The ark was built by Dutch building contrac-
tor and creationist Johan Huibers. He dreamed and 
planned for 14 years before beginning work in May 

2005. He worked 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. six days a 
week with some after-school help from his 
son and a few friends.

Huibers purchased and milled over 1,200 
American cedar and Norwegian pine logs for 
the ark. It’s built on a seaworthy steel barge 
towed by two tugboats. Huibers financed the 
$1.2 million project with bank loans, pledg-
ing his business halls as collateral.

Noah undoubtedly hired hundreds of work-
ers and probably financed his ark with loans 

too. Unlike Huibers, Noah never had to repay them.
With adult admission three euros, Huibers needed 

100,000 visitors to recoup his investment. He’s al-
ready had over 350,000.

Huibers built the ark for a tangible witness to his 
confidence in Scripture. He hopes the project will “re-
new interest in Christianity in the Netherlands.”

Less than enthusiastic about the project, Huibers’ 
wife suggested that instead he “go dig wells in Ethio-
pia” like previous projects. Huibers says, “The design 
is by my wife. She didn’t really want me to do this, but 
she said if you’re going to anyway, it should look like 
this. She understands this is my dream.”

According to the Genesis record, Noah’s ark was 
450 feet long (300 cubits), 75 feet wide (50 cubits), 
45 feet high (30 cubits).

The scale of Huibers’ model differs from Noah’s 
original. Huibers’ ark is 225 feet long by 45 feet high 
by 30 feet wide – same height, but half the length, 
and less than half the width.

Huibers carefully sized his ark to pass under ev-
ery bridge and through every sluice along his sailing 
route to all Holland’s main cities on interior water-
ways. He built it in Schagen’s small harbor.

The ark visited the world’s busiest seaport, Rot-
terdam, and Holland’s capital, Amsterdam. It’s cur-
rently in Oudeschild on Texel Island. Huibers plans 
to visit major cities in Belgium and Germany. Then 
it’s on to London for the 2012 Olympics, followed 
by America and Australia.

Huibers’ ark is only one-fifth the capacity of the 

repeatedly say, “I had no idea the ark was so big.”
Huibers debunked suggestions that his project had 

been prompted by fear of a global-warming-induced flood 
of low-lying Holland. “It won’t happen again,” he said. 
“You know, the rainbow,” citing God’s rainbow promise 
never again to flood the entire earth (Genesis 9:9-16).

Huibers’ next project, already underway, is a full-
size ark.

More arks

On the other side of the world, Hong Kong’s three bil-
lionaire Kwok brothers built the first life-size ark rep-
lica. In planning for 17 years and construction for five, 
it’s on a harbor island and houses a restaurant, museum, 
exhibit hall, and resort hotel. Opening in June 2009, 
the Kwok ark isn’t as good as Noah’s – it doesn’t float.

A Frostburg, Maryland minister began a full-size 
ark in 1974, but funds petered out in the 1990s. An 
enormous concrete and steel skeleton remains which 
he aspires to finish. 

Florenceville, New Brunswick, boasts a two-thirds 
scale ark built in the early 1990s. Surrounded by pota-
to fields, the 300-foot boat holds a college dormitory, 
retreat center and offices. Nearby is Potato World, a 
potato museum you don’t want to miss.

Hidrolandia in northern Brazil is home to a tour-
ist park with a 200-foot iron and cement ark replica 
holding 300 animal sculptures.

The Creation Museum in Petersburg, Kentucky 
has a two-story partial ark indoors complete with life-
size animatronic humans, sound effects and examples 
of likely construction techniques. Under consideration 
are plans to build a full-scale replica on the grounds.

iMpressive

Geological evidence worldwide still testifies to the 
enormous destruction wrought by Noah’s Flood. Even 
when smaller than Noah’s Ark, these replicas continu-
ally astonish people with their size. Noah’s construction 
of so large a boat that proved seaworthy through the 
year-long global storm is an impressive accomplish-
ment. Even today with all our sophisticated knowl-
edge, man has difficulty duplicating Noah’s feat.

org. Follow the BibleScienceGuy at twitter.com/
BibleScienceGuy.
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Johan Huibers’ ark replica in Schagen, Holland.
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Noah’s Ark Replicas

Visitors repeatedly say, 
“I had no idea the ark was so big."

to visualize the impact of the Biblical record.

original ark. Still its size flabbergasts visitors who E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@woodsidenews.
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