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What is your favorite
Christmas animal?

Reindeer? Camel? Donkey?
Sheep? Cow? Turkey? Goose?

Some like the Cow
because of the association
with stables and mangers
where Jesus was born. Others
like the Camel. The Magi
caravan undoubtedly included
camels.

Some select the Donkey. Mary
and Joseph likely used a donkey to help
transport a near-term pregnant Mary
from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

Many choose the Sheep because
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world ( John 1:29).
Shepherds were the first to whom
Christ’s birth was publicly announced,
and sheep figure prominently in
manger scenes. Jesus is referred to as a
lamb or sheep 33 times in the New
Testament. Additionally, numerous

Old Testament references to sacrificial
sheep prefigure Christ. However,
sheep would be better as a choice for a
favorite crucifixion animal.

Men sometimes prefer the Goat
because of its tougher image, stubborn
nature, and willingness to eat anything.
This choice can be viewed redemptive-
ly by remembering that Jesus was our
scapegoat sent outside the city to bear
the sin of His people. (Leviticus 16)

Some choose the Turkey, Goose or
Pig as their favorite because for them
Christmas is a time of feasting on one
of these delicious animals.There’s noth-
ing wrong with feasting, but a focus on
feasting alone misses the whole point of

the season—the event the
feasting celebrates.

A small survey of chil-
dren yielded penguin, polar
bear, reindeer, horse, or snow-
man. Our culture’s secular
slant on Christmas is clearly
reflected in these choices.

MY FAVORITE

Probably nobody picked my
favorite Christmas animal. It

never appears in manger scenes, but
religious sites worldwide feature it. It
rarely appears on American dinner
tables, but it’s a popular Asian food.
This animal lays eggs, but it’s not a
chicken or turkey. It figured
prominently in the life of

Moses, and Jesus pointed to it as a type
of Christ. Have you guessed my favorite
Christmas animal? — It’s the Snake! 

SNAKE FACTS

Snakes live on every continent except
Antarctica. Of 3,000 known species,
only 725 are venomous, and only 250
species can kill humans. North America
has 120 snake species, 20 of which are
venomous. The U.S. averages ten deaths
annually from snake bites, while world-
wide deaths are estimated at 125,000.

Despite claims to the contrary,
snakes actually do “eat dust” per God’s
curse on the serpent for deceiving Eve
(Genesis 3:14). Snakes pick up dirt

particles with their darting forked
tongues. The vomeronasal sensory
organ in the roof of the mouth “smells”
the dust particles for possible prey. The
fork in the tongue provides the snake
with a directional sense of smell to fol-
low its prey’s trail.

Cambodia has the world’s largest
snake harvest because it also has the
largest crocodile harvest, and snakes
are a crocodile’s favorite food. Snakes
are to crocodiles as chickens are to
man, except that most men do not eat
live chickens in one bite.

Cambodia has 900 crocodile farms,
some with 2,000 crocodiles, which are
raised for their meat and hides. Sour

crocodile soup and croc curry are
favorite dishes. Snake hunters annually
harvest four million snakes from Tonle
Sap, southeast Asia’s largest lake. Most
of the snakes are sold to crocodile farms
at $1 for 50 snakes. Other snakes are
sold for their skins to make shoes, wal-
lets, or purses, while some are sold to
restaurants for meat.

SNAKE WORSHIP

Snake idols are ubiquitous throughout
Cambodia in streets, homes and tem-
ples. Stone containers of human
remains in temples are believed to be
remnants from human sacrifices in
snake worship.

India, sometimes called the land of
snakes, has temples dedicated to
cobras—considered to be divine.
Snakes figure prominently in Hindu
myths, and Hindu gods are frequently
depicted adorned with snakes. People
worship snakes during the Hindu fes-
tival Nag Panchami.

Buddha’s best friend was suppos-
edly a snake that shielded him from
sun and storms. Buddhist legends say
Buddha got his deep understanding
from the king of the serpents.

The snake was one of Egypt’s
gods, and Pharaoh’s crown sported a
cobra. Medusa (with snakes instead of
hair) and Hydra (the nine-headed ser-

pent Hercules killed) are
examples of the significance of

snakes in Greek mythology.
The Snake is part of Chinese

astrology which “divines” the future
and personality traits from the Chinese
zodiac. Characteristics of people born
in a Year of the Snake include ambi-
tious, graceful, shrewd, hedonistic, and
mendacious. The next Chinese Year of
the Snake is 2013.

Three hours’ drive west of Cancun,
Mexico in the northern Yucatan is the
ruined Maya city Chichen Itza. In
1894, U.S. consul Edward Thompson
bought it and spent 30 years exploring
the ancient city. In 1932, he published
his findings, People of the Serpent.
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Twice yearly the sun’s shad-
ow on the Temple of
Kukulcan pyramid looked
like a snake slithering down
the steps. The Mayans sacri-
ficed children and maidens
to their snake god Kukulcan,
the feathered serpent god of
wind and learning.

In 1909, British
researcher Arthur Lillie said
that although snake worship
was unexplainable, it existed
throughout the ancient
world.

American mythology
professor Joseph Campbell
was known for his work in
comparative religion. In a Bill Moyers
television special he said, “We find the
symbolism of the serpent, tree and gar-
den of immortality already in the earli-
est cuneiform texts, depicted on Old
Sumerian cylinder seals, and represented
even in the arts and rites of primitive vil-
lage folk throughout the world.”

Why is snake worship found
worldwide throughout history? Could
the reasons be distorted memories from
the Garden, a campaign of deception
by the Serpent (Rev 12:9), and man’s
own rebellion against the Creator?

REASON FOR THE SEASON

Snake meat tastes good (like chicken),
but its deliciousness is not the reason
for my choice. My favorite Christmas
animal is the Snake, because it is the
key animal explaining the reason for
Christmas.

What is Christmas? Christmas
celebrates the birth of Jesus of
Nazareth, the Son of God and Savior
of the world. Why did the Son of God
come to Earth? Why did man need a
Savior?

The answer involves the Snake.
The Serpent deceived Eve in the
Garden of Eden, and she ate the fruit
God had forbidden. She gave some to
Adam who also ate. This sin of disobe-
dience to God’s explicit command,
instigated by the Snake, is the root
cause of all the turmoil, trouble, and
suffering in the world. Jesus came to

earth to solve the sin problem by living
a sinless life and dying on the cross to
atone for His people’s sin.

Christmas celebrates this historic
event when God became man—necessi-
tated by the Snake’s deception in Eden.

Merry Christmas! Celebrate the
coming of the One who beat the
Snake!

Dr. Pelletier’s email is
BibleScienceGuy@WoodsideNews.org.
Read new material twice weekly 
on the Bible-Science Guy blog at  
blog.woodside.tv/blog/Bill_Pelletier.
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