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Hurricanes—Out
of Control?

Half of New Orleans will
never return home!

Hurricane Katrina was the
worst natural disaster in US
history—1,836 fatalities, 705
missing. Its $100 billion dam-
age doubled Hurricane
Andrew’s 1992 record. Reaching 175
mph winds and 25-foot storm surges,
Katrina hit Florida, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama in late
August 2005, practically destroying
New Orleans. Three million lost
power; 700,000 lost homes. Fifty states
sheltered refugees.

Reporters, preachers, pundits, and
politicians lamented flooding of
“Biblical proportions.” However,
Katrina’s flooding which pummeled
eight states was trivial compared with

Noah’s Flood—when tsunamis crashed
across continents and hypercanes
pounded the globe. Water enveloped
earth for a year to a depth of 20+ feet
above mountains. Noah’s Flood
destroyed the world, including every
man and animal that breathed (outside
the ark).

If Katrina had been of “Biblical
proportions,” who would remain to
write or read about it? Ascribing
“Biblical proportions” to Katrina exag-
gerates far beyond anything I’ve heard
in a half-century of news.
God will never again send
floods of “Biblical propor-
tions,” as rainbows regular-
ly proclaim (Genesis 9:8-
17).

WHAT IS A HURRICANE? 
Called typhoons in the
Pacific, cyclones in the
Indian Ocean, and willy-
willies in Australia, hurri-
canes are huge rotating
thunderstorm systems with
sustained winds of 74 mph
(Category 1) to over 155
mph (Category 5).
Hurricanes can generate
100-foot waves, extend
600 miles across, last over
two weeks, and travel
thousands of miles.

Hurricane formation is
only partially understood.
When rain condenses from
rising moist warm air; the
resulting dry cooler air, cas-

cades earthward, generating
powerful winds. These sweep
up more moisture from a
warm ocean, continuing the
cycle. Earth’s rotation spins
the system. Hurricanes pro-
duce violent winds, torrential
rain, storm surges (causing
90% of hurricane deaths),
flooding, and tornadoes.

For northern-hemi-
sphere hurricanes, the most dangerous
region is the right side relative to trav-
el direction because of the additive
effect of steering winds and counter-
clockwise hurricane winds. The right
has heaviest rainfall and spawns the
most tornadoes.

Hurricane season spans June
through November. Major hurricanes
striking the US were more frequent
1940-1970 than 1970-2000. Last cen-
tury, 24 hurricanes surpassed $1 billion
damage. Already this century, nine

hurricanes have exceeded that figure.
Hurricanologists think Atlantic hurri-
cane frequency is increasing; they pre-
dict 4-6 major hurricanes this year.

HURRICANE BENEFITS

Too few hurricanes would be as harm-
ful as too many. Hurricanes are essential
for planetary temperature balance,
releasing solar heat from oceans and
diverting heat from the tropics. In

which could lead to global cooling.

Many regions depend on major
storms for water. Bringing 6-12 inches
of rain, hurricanes relieve drought.
Hurricanes prune old growth with
winds and lightning fires, making room
for new plants. Lightning fixes nitro-
gen in soil, fertilizing it. Hurricanes
significantly enhance marine chloro-
phyll along continental shelves.

A hurricane releases daily heat
energy that’s 200 times earth’s electri-
cal generating capacity. Will man har-
ness hurricane energy someday?

HURRICANE THEOLOGY

Natural disasters like Katrina stagger
humanity with destruction, suffering,
and death. Does an all-powerful, lov-
ing God intentionally send hurricanes,
earthquakes, and tsunamis, or does He
wish they didn’t happen? Biblical
response to disaster includes compas-
sion, assistance, and God’s truth
(Isaiah 45:7).

The first “boots on the ground”
after Katrina were compassionate
Christians. World magazine reported
9,000 Southern Baptists from 41 states
contributed 120,000 workdays serving
10,000,000 meals and boosting recov-
ery. Salvation Army personnel served
5,000,000 hot meals from 11 field
kitchens. Woodside sent a moving van
of supplies and 40 people in 4 teams.
Christian agencies, megachurches, and
small congregations embodied
Christian compassion with shelter,

clothing, food—often
including Bibles and prayer.

Why do catastrophes
happen? The reason is sin—
we live in a broken world
(Genesis 3:16-19; Romans
8:20-22). Nonetheless, God
has a clear purpose for
catastrophes.

How did Jesus answer
when asked about tragedy?
His astounding answer was
that catastrophes—like the
Siloam Tower collapse
killing eighteen and
Pilate’s Galilean mas-
sacre—are warnings to
repent (Luke 13:1-5). Jesus
was echoing God’s words
to Solomon: “When I shut
up the heavens so that there is
no rain, or command locusts
to devour the land, or send a
plague among my people, if
my people, who are called by
my name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek my

face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
(2 Chronicles 7:13,14) 

God sends famine, drought,
blight, plague, and war—to call
mankind to repentance (Amos 4:6-
11). “I killed your young men with the
sword...yet you did not return to Me,”
declares the Lord. Who sent the
Flood? Who destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah? Who inflicted plagues
on Egypt? Who sent Assyria and
Babylon to chastise Israel and
Judah? Who sent Jesus to the cross
(Acts 2:23)?

I tell my children “Don’t waste
your discipline. Learn the lesson so
you won’t have to repeat the disci-
pline.” Most people waste catastro-
phes-they miss God’s message. Either
they babble nonsense about the power
of nature, or they curse God and refuse
to repent (Revelation 16:9,11,21).

People missed God’s message in
Hurricane Katrina. According to Jesus,
the message of tragedy is, “Unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish.”
(Luke 13:3,5) The proper response to
calamity is repentance.

Why expect good weather? If
everything developed via random evo-
lutionary processes, catastrophic
weather should be the norm.
Expectations of good weather presup-
pose a benevolent weather Controller.
Last century, only 24 of 5200 weeks
saw hurricanes of $1 billion damage.
Do we thank God for good weather?

The God who “hurled a great wind
on the sea” to drive Jonah to repentance
orchestrates all weather ( Jonah 1:4;
Psalm 107:29; Zechariah 10:1).
Matthew, Mark, and Luke report
Christ stopped a storm so severe that
veteran sailors trembled for their lives,
gasping in awe, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey Him?”

God controls all creation, from
sparrow deaths (Matthew 10:29), to
storm paths ( Job 37:9-13), to rulers’
rise and fall (Isaiah 40:23,24; Daniel
2:21,37,38,44; 4:17,32).

Hurricanes are God’s “merciful
megaphones” to get man’s attention.
The crucial message of every calamity
is “Repent and follow Christ.”

WHAT HURRICANES CANNOT

DESTROY

People scramble to safeguard life and
property against hurricanes, but neg-
lect essential preparation-repentance
for sin and commitment to Jesus
Christ.

Eventually life and property will
be destroyed anyway (Hebrews 9:27; 2
Peter 3:7,10-12). Prepare for life’s hur-
ricanes by turning to Jesus Christ. The
gain is eternal life which hurricanes
cannot destroy.

The greatest tragedy of history
provided reconciliation with God.
Christ died for my sins and gave me
eternal life. Why fear hurricanes, bad-
hair days, or anything else?
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