
Bible vs. Evolution
Debate

“Humans are full of junk
DNA.”

“It’s not junk DNA; man
just hasn’t yet figured out its
purpose.”

“Is the universe 15 billion
or 6,000 years old?”

“Why do you believe the
Bible is the Word of God?”

“What is your single best evidence
for evolution?” [unanswered]  

“The Bible is full of contradic-
tions: Where did Cain’s wife come
from, and did Jesus ride one or two
donkeys into Jerusalem?”

“Why do you interpret the Bible
literally?”

Controversies like these ignited
Barth Hall at the Evolution and
Religious Responses Symposium on April
19. The event was co-sponsored by the
Cathedral Church of St. Paul and
Wayne State University’s Sigma Xi
chapter (Scientific Research Society).

At the debate we heard that in
Darwin’s day the earth was believed to
be 15-20 million years old. Science
now says it’s 4.6 billion years old. Has
the earth really aged 30 million years
every year since Darwin?  At least none
of us are aging that fast!  One speaker
presented the more sensible view that
the earth has aged one year every year
for 6,000 years.

Cathedral Dean Stephen Bancroft
was the host and co-organizer with
Professor Al Saperstein of the Wayne
State University Physics department.

Dr. William Moore, Wayne State biol-

Pelletier, mathematician - completed
the panel.

Saperstein moderated the forum
and spoke first describing the standard
evolutionary view of the physical his-
tory of the universe. Moore then sur-
veyed biological evolution. Dean
Bancroft followed with a discussion of
why from his religious perspective he
accepts evolution.

To give some balance to
the symposium panel, I was
invited to speak as a religious
opponent of evolution. I

Christianity.”
My presentation

addressed five questions:
What is Evolution?  What is
a Christian?  Did God Create

via Evolution?  Was Jesus an
Evolutionist?  Why is Creation
Important?  

created instantaneously over the course
of six literal days and provided for

reproduction according to kind. All

three of these assertions directly con-
tradict evolution. I surveyed 19 more
explicit contradictions between the
theory of evolution and the Bible.
Both cannot be true because they
directly contradict each other in so
many ways.

that Jesus was a creationist. Those
who claim Jesus as Lord must accept

accept Jesus’ witness to a literally true
Genesis, how can you accept anything

Creation is critically important
because it tells us who God is.
Throughout Scripture God identifies
Himself to man as the Creator: “It is
the Lord who made the earth by His
power, who established the world by His
wisdom. By His understanding He

stretched out the heavens...The Maker
of all is He.” ( Jeremiah 10:12,16)
Paul’s Gospel explanation spotlight-
ed Jesus’ identity as Creator before
explaining the meaning of His death
(Colossians 1:13-23). Creation is
the foundation of the Bible and of
the gospel.

In summary, my argument consist-
ed of three assertions: 1. Christians
believe the Bible is the Word of God
and the authoritative message of Jesus
Christ. 2. The message of the Bible is
grounded on creation. From begin-
ning to end, the Bible consistently
teaches creation and contradicts evolu-
tion. 3. Therefore, evolution is NOT
compatible with Christianity.

About 20 minutes of questions fol-

lowed the initial presentations, and
then the four speakers responded to
each other with 10 minute long state-
ments. An extended Q&A session fol-
lowed. The symposium lasted from
4:30 to 7:50 p.m. followed by socializ-
ing. There were about 75 in atten-
dance, including many from Woodside.

Despite differing on many issues,
the speakers shared areas of agreement.

The interaction at the symposium was
very beneficial in promoting growth in
understanding and knowledge of the
truth. So often each “side” talks only
with its own people.

Both Professors Saperstein and
Moore explicitly agreed with me that
evolution and the Bible contradict each
other. Dean Bancroft maintained the
Bible has many internal contradictions
and should not be taken literally. I dis-

puted the existence of contradictions

posed, and gave examples of Jesus

Bancroft and I agreed on the reality of
sin and the necessity for Christ’s aton-
ing death.

My personal evaluation is that the
debate was a great success. The Word

clearly proclaimed and effectively
defended. Many found the debate
exciting and invigorating. I relished
every minute and was only sad it was
so short.

There was a huge nationwide army
behind me praying individually and in
many small groups. The effect was
very evident. People from all over

Michigan, from Maryland to
California, and from Michigan to
Florida and Texas were praying over
this event. Only eternity will reveal
what God did at the debate through
the prayers of his people.

Two thousand years ago in
Athens, the Apostle Paul used an
intellectual forum to confront a
gospel-resistant culture. He spoke to

the political, intellectual, and cultural
elite of Greece and based his presenta-
tion on the truth of creation (Acts
17:16-34). Although my task was not
comparable to Paul’s, I was thankful
for the opportunity to confront the
evolutionary worldview of our day with
the Biblical worldview of Creation.
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Debaters left to right, Dean Stephen Bancroft , Biology Professor William Moore, Physics Professor Alvin Saperstein, Mathematician Dr. William Pelletier

Evolution and the Bible cannot
both be true because they 
directly contradict each other 
in so many ways.
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propagation of the life He created by

His view as their view. If you cannot

else He taught?

of God and His glory as Creator were
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ogy professor, and I - Dr. William

titled my talk “Evolution Is
NOT Compatible with

I argued from Scripture that God

Based on Scripture I demonstrated

in Scripture, answered several he pro-

interpreting Scripture literally.


