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Creation: Foundation
for the Gospel

How do you explain who
God is?

Scripture’s very first sen-
tence identifies God as
Creator. In the beginning
God created the heavens and
the earth. Evangelism was
John’s stated purpose for writing
( John 20:31). Immediately he
unveils Jesus as God the Creator. In
the beginning was the Word...and the
Word was God. ...All things came into
being through Him; apart from Him
nothing came into being that has come
into being.

Genesis and John introduce God
and Jesus with the simplest but most
profound identification man can
understand—”Creator.” God’s identity
is so clear from Creation that the
Apostle Paul said people have no
excuse (Romans 1:20). Creation is the
natural starting point for meeting God.

How did Paul deliver the
Gospel?  He referenced Adam’s sin
to explain why Jesus had to die and
rise again (1 Corinthians
15:21,22,45-47). Genesis docu-
ments Adam’s violation of the
Creator’s command and God’s judg-
ment. People need historical truth
from Genesis to comprehend sin and
death and the solution in Christ.

Is Creation essential to the
Gospel?  It is the foundation of the
Gospel!  Paul’s Gospel explanation
spotlighted Jesus’ identity as the
Creator (Colossians 1:13-23).
Revelation’s angel broadcasts the
“everlasting gospel ” summoning all
men to “worship Him who made the
heaven and the earth and sea.”
(Revelation 14:6,7)

America has lost its foundation
of Biblical knowledge. Scientists
trumpet Evolution as scientific fact.
They avow the universe exploded
into existence 15 billion years ago,
the earth is billions of years old, and
fossils are proof of evolution.
Evolutionists claim people are ani-
mals descended from ape-men, orig-
inating by chance from slimy goo

millions of years ago, with-
out purpose or meaning.
Everything is explained
naturalistically, so God is
superfluous. People
embrace the self-contradic-

“There is no absolute
truth.” Of course all this is
complete nonsense, but it’s
the prevailing mindset.

To many, therefore, it is mean-
ingless to talk about sinners and
God’s love. Future judgment and a
god-man “raised from the dead”
2,000 years ago seem irrelevant.
These concepts baffle people who
exalt scientists as arbiters of truth
and consequently swallow their evo-
lutionary tale. It escapes most people
that those speculations are not
demonstrable science.

Evolutionary beliefs are a barrier
to the Gospel. They must be con-
fronted and dismantled  with the
truth of Creation. Only then can
people truly understand the message

of the Cross. (2 Corinthians 10:5)
How did history’s premier mis-

sionary strategist penetrate similarly
resistant cultures?  In Lystra and
Athens the Apostle Paul confronted
cultures that were ignorant of God.
He introduced God the same way
God identified Himself to people in
the Bible—as the Creator.

In Lystra on his 1st Missionary
Journey, Paul identified the true God
as the One “who made the heaven and
the earth and the sea, and all that is in
them” (Acts 14:15). Paul’s “creation
evangelism” established a sound
church with enduring fruit.
Timothy, a Lystra native, was likely
converted at this time, for Paul
repeatedly calls Timothy his son in

the faith. Paul’s portrait of the
Creator resonated with Scripture
Timothy knew from childhood.

Timothy matured to high regard
in Lysta’s creation-sown church and
was drafted to accompany Paul on his
2nd Missionary Journey. Timothy’s
crucial assignments included super-
vising the Ephesian church after the
silversmith riot and “reminding” the
fractious Corinthian church of Paul’s
doctrine. Timothy helped author six
Pauline epistles and was the recipient
of two others. Creation evangelism
at Lystra has overflowed to energize
the Church for 20 centuries.

In Athens Paul’s “Unknown
God” address identified the true
God—the “God who made the world
and all things in it. ...He gives to all life
and breath and all things, and He made
from one, every nation of mankind.”
(Acts 17:24-26) Here creation evan-
gelism intrigued even skeptical
philosophers. Some hearers
believed—like Dionysius, a high offi-
cial in the Athenian Council.

Eusebius reports that Dionysius
became the first bishop of Athens
and was martyred. Paul’s God-the-
Creator gospel pierced the darkness.

Preaching only Jesus’ crucifixion
and resurrection often doesn’t get
through, because today few have the
background to understand. People
must first recognize who God is and
why He has a claim on their lives.
Like Paul, introduce God as Creator,
the Maker of heaven and earth. Start
with Genesis and establish the basics
needed for people to grasp salvation
truth.

Do you have to believe in
Creation to be a Christian?  No, but a
house built on sand collapses in a
storm. Without sound Creation

underpinnings, many abandon

If the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do? (Psalm
11:3) The righteous can restore the
Gospel’s firm foundation of Creation.
How?  Articulate a clear Genesis-
based explanation of life, sin, and
death. Teaching foundations gener-
ates intense interest in Bible truth.
Pocket New Testaments should add
Genesis instead of Psalms and
Proverbs. Then people would have
the foundational material needed to
understand the message of the cross.

Curiously, unbelievers sometimes
recognize foundations better than
Christians. Atheist Richard Bozarth
wrote, “It’s clear that the whole justi-
fication of Jesus’ life and death is
predicated on the existence of Adam
and the forbidden fruit he and Eve
ate. Without the original sin, who
needs to be redeemed?  Without

Adam’s fall into a life of constant sin
terminated by death, what purpose is
there to Christianity?  None.”

Genesis is vital for understanding
the Bible’s central message—Jesus’
crucifixion for sin and the signifi-
cance of His resurrection. Scripture’s
bedrock is the Creation foundation
laid in Genesis.

Dynamic evangelism starts where
the Bible starts—with the Creator.
This is how God repeatedly identifies
Himself to man. His “business card”
reads, “God the Creator, Maker of
heaven and earth.” Creation is where
the Gospel begins.
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Summary:  Who is God?  Who is
man?  What is sin?  Without
Genesis you cannot answer 
questions essential to Evangelism.
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Christianity. Genesis truth prepares
the ground so that faith roots deeply and
does not wither under attack. (Matthew


