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An April 25 Hong Kong press con-
ference electrified the world. Fifteen 

Chinese and Turkish explorers along with 
officials of both governments announced 
the discovery of Noah’s Ark. The news 

newspapers and broadcasts.
The site is 13,000 feet high on Mt. 

Ararat in Turkey. The exact location has 
not been disclosed pending Turkey’s ap-
plication for UNESCO World Heritage 
site preservation listing.

For two centuries expeditions have 
sought Noah’s Ark. Despite reported sight-
ings, lost records, and failed searches, no-
body has identified Noah’s Ark for certain.

Search sponsor Noah’s Ark Ministries 

DiSCovery

Search team leader Ahmet Ertugrul 
said he first located the ark in June 2008 
with local assistance. Severe weather, 
high altitudes, extremely rugged ter-
rain, and political and military conflicts 
all combined to delay investigations.

Team member Panda Lee surveyed 
the site in October 2008 and reported, 
“I saw a structure built with plank-like 
timber. Each plank was about 8 inches 
wide. I could see tenons, proof of an-
cient construction predating use of 
metal nails. I could see broken wood 
fragments embedded in a glacier, and 
some 20 meters long. I surveyed the 
landscape and found that the wooden 
structure was permanently covered by 
ice and volcanic rocks.”

In October 2009 six Chinese en-
tered the structure to film it. Sole fe-
male team member Fiona Leung said, “The expe-
dition was difficult. All of us suffered symptoms of 
mountain sickness. The difference in day and night 
temperatures was as large as 30 degrees Celsius (54 
degrees F). The last section of the route leading to 
the site was very rugged. We negotiated steep terrain 
of 60 degrees and could see rock basalts as large as 
a head rolling towards us that could have seriously 
injured anyone hit.”

The discovery team explored and photographed 
seven compartments in the ice-bound and lava-bound 
wooden structure. Wooden staircases and a door in 
the ceiling of one of the spaces suggest the structure 
has multiple floors. Much remains buried. 

Renowned Dutch ark researcher Gerrit Aalten 
said, “The significance of this find is that for the first 
time in history the discovery of Noah’s Ark is well-
documented and revealed to the worldwide commu-
nity…There’s a tremendous amount of solid evidence 
that the structure found on Mount Ararat in eastern 
Turkey is the legendary Ark of Noah.” 

With over 30 years of ark research, Aalten con-
siders it compelling that so many details match other 
eyewitness reports: “The height it’s found on, which 
is above the 4000 meters level; the way the Ark is 
situated on the mountain which is slightly tilted; it 
has a reddish-brown wood appearance; the end of the 
Ark is decayed and broken and has a hole through 
which one can enter; it is most partly embedded in 
the ice and rock debris; the Ark is very solid and of 
high quality; and very dark, long, and rectangular.”

PreSS ConFerenCe

The search team displayed artifacts, pictures, and 
video of what they believe are remains of Noah’s Ark. 
Wood specimens were carbon-dated at 4,800 years 

for Noah’s Flood—about 2500 B.C.  
according to the Bible.

Team member Yeung Wing-cheung 
said, “We are not saying that we are 100 
percent certain that what we found is No-
ah’s Ark. No one has ever seen the ark; no 
one knows what it looks like. We are only 
99 percent certain that it is Noah’s Ark 
based on historical accounts, including the 
Bible, and local beliefs of the people in the 
area, as well as carbon dating.”

The Lieutenant Governor of Agri, 
the Turkish province containing Ararat, 
named the Hong Kong team “Honorable 
Citizens” in recognition of the discov-
ery. The four are the first foreigners ever 
granted this honor.

Agri’s Cultural Ministries Director 
Muhsin Bulut said, “For more than 2,000 

years, historical and eyewitnesses’ accounts tell us that 
there is an ancient boat on Mt. Ararat which survived 
a great flood and landed on the mountain. I believe the 
team has finally located this ancient boat, and I believe 
it is Noah’s Ark.”

SkePtiCS

Doubters argue that we know the geological and so-
cial history of Turkey 2000-3000 B.C. and no flood 
occurred. But that “known” history is actually only 
chains of surmises and suppositions – not certain 
knowledge.

Noah to cover the ark inside and out with pitch. The 
team’s pictures do not show any pitch. Nevertheless, 
these pictures could be interior rooms of the ark. 
Noah surely only covered the hull inside and outside 
with pitch. Interior walls needed no covering.

Some think it’s an elaborate hoax and say Kurds 
lugged wood up Ararat to fool ark-mad searchers. 
Hauling such heavy materials 13,000 feet up the rug-
ged mountain would be a massive operation requiring 
heavy machinery and cargo helicopters. Moreover, 
the structure is buried under obviously undisturbed 
lava and ice. That cannot be hoaxed.

Others purport it’s only shepherd huts. But it’s far 
above the tree line. No human habitation has ever been 
found so high in Turkey. Huts are not so enormous, nor 
so sturdily constructed. Hut or hoax, if either, will be 
demonstrated once the site is fully investigated.

Some claim there’s not enough water in the world 
to float a boat that high up the mountain. But Scrip-

ture reports earth’s surface was more uni-
form in the past than it is now. Psalm 
104:8 says after the Flood mountains 
rose up and valleys sank down.

iS it noah’S ark?
I would love to say, “YES!” I’m eager to 
see it – as soon as they build boardwalks, 
handrails, and wheelchair ramps. Indeed, 
I hope it is Noah’s Ark!

But a definitive answer is premature. 
The site must be laboriously excavated. 
Determining whether it is Noah’s Ark 
will take months, possibly years. 

Don’t expect a complete ark to be 
found. Noah’s family possibly used ark 
timbers for construction and firewood 
until trees re-grew. Over the centuries, 
glacier movements and volcanic activity 
could have destroyed portions of the ark 
or else could have helped preserve it. 

If it is Noah’s Ark, some skeptics will 
never be convinced, regardless of the 
evidence amassed. One’s philosophical 

starting point (worldview) always determines how 
one interprets evidence.

Jesus quoted Abraham addressing the rich man in 
Hades, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the 
dead.”  (Luke 16:31)

Indeed, when Jesus did raise Lazarus of Bethany 
from the grave, and when Jesus Himself rose from 
the dead, many refused to believe – both then and 
ever since.

Moses recorded Noah’s Flood of 4500 years ago 
and the rescue of eight people via Noah’s Ark. If 
people reject Moses’ testimony, even the discovery of 
Noah’s Ark will not persuade most of them.

The truth is that 45 centuries ago an ocean-worthy 
ship preserved life during the worst storm the world 
has ever known. Cataclysmic waves crashed across 
continents, covering every mountain on earth, but 
Noah, his three sons, and their four wives survived 
in the ark. 

Noah’s gigantic vessel has long fascinated people. 
Even today with all our sophisticated knowledge, man 
has difficulty duplicating Noah’s shipbuilding feat. Re-
cently large-scale models have been built to visualize the 

Noah’s Ark Replicas highlighting models worldwide.)
Does Noah’s Ark still exist? It’s quite possible, and 

this discovery could well be Noah’s Ark. If authenti-
cated, it would be the greatest archaeological find in 
history! It would be stunning evidence corroborating 
the Bible’s record of Noah’s Flood.

E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@
woodsidenews.org. Read the Bible-Science Guy blog 
at BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.com and follow him at 
twitter.com/BibleScienceGuy.

WILLIAM t. PELLEtIEr 
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chinese and turkish ark exploration team
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Has Noah’s Ark Been Found?

raced around the globe via Internet, 

old  which  is in the  right neighborhood Others point to Genesis 6:14 where Yahweh tells 

realities of the Biblical record. (See August 2009 column 

International of Hong Kong said, “It’s not 
100 percent that it is Noah’s Ark, but we 
think it is 99.9 percent that this is it.”
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