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MONDAY—This new creature with the 
long hair is a good deal in the way. It is always 
hanging around and following me about. I 
don’t like this; I am not used to company. I 
wish it would stay with the other animals.

Mark Twain announced he translated 
Extracts from Adam’s Diary from Adam’s 
original hieroglyphics. Twain began work 
in the early 1890s in Florence, Italy. He 
published portions under various titles, re-
leasing the complete translation in 1904. 

Some portions reflect Scriptural truth, while many 
others significantly deviate from Scripture. The ex-
tracts are rather humorous, although the overall pic-
ture does not portray the true Adam and Eve.

The Diary begins with Monday’s entry several 
days after Eve’s creation on Friday. Twain’s imagina-
tion does not give a propitious start to the Adam-

Scripture’s record is quite different. Since there 
“was not found a helper suitable” for Adam among the 

him just perfect.

said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh. She shall be called Woman, because she was taken 
out of Man.” (Genesis 2:23)

The best summary of Adam’s response is Eureka! 
Certainly Adam was thrilled and welcomed Eve. He 
was likely awestruck with her after having searched 
through so many creatures for a helper-companion. 
Aren’t you glad he didn’t settle for a stegosaurus?

The annoyance Twain imagines in Adam toward 
Eve was not there in the beginning. This fictitious 
diary entry is what one would expect to find after sin 
entered the world and caused disharmony in human 
relationships. 

In a post-sin world, it’s difficult to accu-
rately imagine what things were like before 
sin. The only way to know is to ground one’s 
thinking on Scripture’s record in Genesis.

TUESDAY—Been examining the great wa-
terfall. It is the finest thing on the estate. The new 
creature calls it Niagara Falls – why, I am sure I 
do not know. Says it LOOKS like Niagara Falls. 
That is not a reason, it is mere waywardness 
and imbecility. I get no chance to name anything 
myself. The new creature names everything that 
comes along, before I can get in a protest. And al-
ways that same pretext is offered – it LOOKS like 
the thing. There is a dodo, for instance. Says the 
moment one looks at it one sees at a glance that it 
“looks like a dodo.” It will have to keep that name, 
no doubt. It wearies me to fret about it, and it 
does no good, anyway. Dodo! It looks no more like 
a dodo than I do. 

WEDNESDAY—Built me a shelter against 
the rain, but could not have it to myself in peace. 
The new creature intruded. When I tried to put 
it out it shed water out of the holes it looks with, 
and wiped it away with the back of its paws, and 
made a noise such as some of the other animals 
make when they are in distress. I wish it would 
not talk; it is always talking. This new sound is so 
close to me; it is right at my shoulder, right at my 

ear, first on one side and then on the other.
According to the Diary, Eve pre-empted 

much of Adam’s naming of the animals. This 
is contrary to the Genesis record which re-
ports that Adam named the animals before 
Eve was even created, 
while seeking a “suit-
able helper.”

The Diary is cor-
rect, however, that 
the naming was done 
quickly. Adam dem-

onstrated stunning mental 
prowess by naming the ani-
mals on Day Six all by him-
self. Adam was the first zoolo-
gist and taxonomist!

Some think this task im-
possible to do in a day. But 
Adam only named “cattle, birds 
of the sky, and beasts of the field” 
(Genesis 2:19-20). No fish, 
insects, or amphibians were 
named. Adam only named 
kinds, not today’s numerous 
species descended from the 
original kinds. 

Adam probably named 
only a few thousand creatures 
– certainly a daunting task, but 
easily doable for Adam in no 
more than half a day. Quickly 
thinking up names for all the different animals was 
no mean intellectual feat. Far from being somewhat 
loutish as the Diary suggests, Adam demonstrated 
phenomenal intellectual, linguistic and scientific 
skills from the very beginning.

FRIDAY—The naming goes recklessly on, in spite 
of anything I can do. I had a very good name for the 
estate, and it was musical and pretty – GARDEN OF 

EDEN. Privately, I continue to call it that, but not any 
longer publicly. The new creature says it is all woods and 
rocks and scenery, and therefore has no resemblance to a 
garden. Says it LOOKS like a park, and does not look 
like anything BUT a park. Consequently, without con-

sulting me, it has been new-named 
NIAGARA FALLS PARK.

According to the Diary, Eden 
was at Niagara Falls. In fact Adam’s 
Diary was first published as The 
First Authentic Mention of Niagara 
Falls in 1893 in Buffalo, NY.

Traditionally Eden has been 
placed in the Middle East. Gen-
esis 2:10-14 says Eden was locat-
ed at the source of a river which 
divided into the Pishon, Gihon, 
Tigris, and Euphrates rivers. The 
present Tigris and Euphrates 
flow into the Persian Gulf over 
two-mile-thick flood sediments.

However, Noah’s Flood dras-
tically changed earth’s topogra-
phy. Our Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers were probably named by 
Noah and his sons after the big 
rivers they remembered from be-
fore the Flood. Today’s locations 
could be completely different 
from their pre-Flood locations.

The Pishon and Gihon do 
not match any present day riv-

ers. Some rivers have been proposed as candidates, 
and some dried-up riverbeds (like the Kuwait River) 
have been suggested, but today nothing matches the 
geography Genesis describes: four major rivers di-
verging from a common source.

If the Tigris and Euphrates flowed the other 
direction before the Flood due to different topog-
raphy, and if the old Kuwait River is the Pishon, 

and the Gihon is the Abay river of Ethiopia 
(Cush), then with different topography the 
rivers could have flowed out of the Persian 
Gulf region.

Although we may not know Eden’s loca-
tion, it was an actual place on earth – not a leg-
end, myth or symbol. The geographical details 
recorded in Genesis rule out a fictional Eden. 
In fact, the location information is much more 

The compass direction “east” is specified. 
Landmark rivers are described by name and 
lands where they flowed. Even today man 
uses rivers as boundaries and landmarks. Isa-
iah, Ezekiel, Joel all reference Eden as a real 
place.

Perhaps the Garden of Eden is now cov-
ered by the Persian Gulf and by thousands of 
feet of sediment from Noah’s Flood. No one 
knows where Eden was. We can only specu-
late based on clues in Genesis.

 E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@
woodsidenews.org. Go to BibleScienceGuy.
wordpress.com for more Diary excerpts, 
pictographs, and commentaries. Follow  
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In a post-sin world, it’s difficult to accurately imagine what things were 

like before sin. The only way to know is to ground one’s thinking on 

Scripture’s record in genesis.

Mark Twain (1835-1910), author of Extracts 
from Adam’s Diary
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Eve relationship!

animals, Yahweh created Eve from Adam’s rib to fill this 
gap. Adam would have found Yahweh ’s provision for 

In fact, when Yahweh brought Eve to Adam, Adam 


