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Woolly Bears and 
the problem of pain

The creature approaches, 
navigating by the moon, 

as the prey trembles. It has 
a thick hairy body, feathery 
probes, and a long uncoiling 
tube.

Sci-fi  or horror movie? 
No, just another marvel from 
the Creator – a moth.

Both moths and butter-
fl ies belong to the insect or-
der Lepidoptera (scale covered 
wing). Both have three pairs 
of legs, two pairs of wings, 
and one pair of antennae.

They drink nectar through 
a proboscis. Between meals 
this long tube is coiled under the head. Lepidoptera 
are never at a loss for a straw!

Estimates of butterfl y species range from 15,000 
to 28,000. New ones are continually being discovered. 
More than 130,000 moth species have been identi-
fi ed, and there are surely many more. Lepidoptera is 
the second largest order of insects – surpassed only 
by beetles.

MoTh or BUTTerFLy?
Moths are nocturnal; butterfl ies are diurnal. Moths 
are drab; butterfl ies are brightly colored. Moths have 
short, thick, hairy bodies; butterfl ies have long, thin 
bodies. At rest, moth wings are horizontal; butterfl y 
wings are vertical.

Butterfl y antennae are thin, threadlike, and 
knobbed at the ends (think golf club). Moth anten-
nae are thicker, feathery, and almost never knobbed.

Camoufl age (see picture) helps moths blend into 
backgrounds and avoid predators.

Moths have tiny hooks connecting hind wing to 
forewing. Butterfl ies lack these hooks. Wing scales on 
moths are larger than on butterfl ies.

Butterfl ies pupate in unprotected free-hanging 
chrysalises. Moths pupate in sheltered cocoons.

MeXican JUMPing Beans

Were you ever intrigued by Mexican jumping beans? 
What makes the little brown beans wiggle? 

It’s the Jumping Bean Moth. Live moth larvae 
(caterpillars) live inside the jumping beans and cause 
them to jerk.

In spring moths emerge from last year’s beans and 
lay eggs in the fl owers of the poisonous tree Sebas-
tiana pavoniana. Upon hatching, larvae bore into seed 

pods (beans) and eat out compartments. Caterpillars 
attach themselves to inside walls with silk threads.

Heat causes the little caterpillar to try to roll to 
a cooler place. Its struggle pulls on the silk threads 
causing the seed pod to twitch.

Larvae pupate inside beans and metamorphose 
into moths. Small gray-brown moths exit the beans 
and live only a few days to mate and lay eggs.

wooLLy Bear caTerPiLLars

Do Woolly Bears predict winter weather?
This caterpillar is common in Michigan and across 

the U.S. Covered with reddish brown bristles with black 
bands at both ends, it grows to just over two inches.

Folklore claims winter’s severity can be predicted 
based on the width of the brown band. If broad – mild 
winter. If narrow – severe.

Valid? No. Brown bands grow toward the ends as 
caterpillars mature. Caterpillars from the same group 
of eggs have greatly varying band widths.

Woolly bears hatch from eggs in the fall and over 
winter as caterpillars. A cryoprotectant (anti-freeze) 
keeps tissues from freezing. In the spring they devour 
dandelions and weeds and pupate.

The woolly bear caterpillar makes its cocoon 

by plucking out 
its own hair and 
weaving a “sweat-
er” for itself, one 
hair at a time.

Have you ever won-
dered what the woolly bear 
caterpillar becomes? Does a moth or 
a butterfl y emerge from the cocoon?

Woolly bear caterpillars change 
into Isabella Tiger Moths. They live 
through summer, lay eggs in autumn, 
and die.

If you fi nd a woolly bear’s abandoned 
cocoon, look for a tiny hole at one end. 
The moth secretes an enzyme to dissolve 
a hole just big enough to squeeze 
through. The hole is so small 
that it compresses the moth’s 
abdomen upon exit, forcing fl uid 
into crumpled wings. 

The ProBLeM oF Pain

The problem of evil is the skep-
tic’s most frequently raised ob-
jection. He points to suffering 
in the world as “obvious proof ” 
that a loving all-powerful God cannot exist.

Of course pain has value. It serves as a warning 
system to protect the body from injury for one thing. 
But what about seemingly purposeless pain or hor-
rible evil? Is that evidence that God cannot exist?

A moth’s torturous struggle to exit a woolly bear 
cocoon looks painful and completely unnecessary. 
So much so that some cut cocoons open to “help” 
the moth. But this removal of “suffering” dooms the 
moth. It needs to struggle through the tiny aperture 

to develop strength and 
force fl uid from its ab-

domen throughout its 
body. Without the 
struggle, it dies.
Is it possible that like-

wise there is a benefi cial pur-
pose to human suffering and 

evil? Could removal of an “evil” cancel a 
much greater good as illustrated by the moth? 

Just because we don’t understand God’s 
purpose for suffering does not mean that a 

good purpose does not exist. ”My ways are higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts, 

declares the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) 
Demonstrating the purpose for some cases dis-

proves the skeptic’s claim that there is no purpose to 
suffering and evil. This defeats his “problem of evil” 
argument that God cannot exist.

Moreover, we don’t even know about all the evil 
that God undoubtedly restrains already (2 Thess 2:7; 
Matthew 18:10). 

What about the problem of Good? If the problem 
of pain removes God for the skeptic, how does he ex-
plain the existence of unrecompensed good – deeds 
of love and sacrifi ce? How can an atheist even decide 
what is good or evil without reference to a standard? 
Who but God can establish a standard?

The solution to the problem of evil lies in the 
wisdom and love of God. God Himself experienced 
the worst evil ever – the cruel execution of a wholly 
innocent man, Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. 
We do know the purpose for this foreordained evil 
and suffering. It was to accomplish salvation for 
mankind (Acts 2:23).

God is wiser than man and uses suffering and evil 
for His good purpose ( John 9:3; Romans 8:28). In the 
face of evil and suffering our responsibility is to trust 
in the love and wisdom of God as He produces for us 
an eternal weight of glory (2Cor 4:17).

Dr. Pelletier can be contacted at BibleScienceGuy@
woodsidenews.org. Read the Bible-Science Guy 
blog at BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.com. Follow the 
BibleScienceGuy at twitter.com/BibleScienceGuy.
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Is the existence of seemingly purposeless pain 

or horrible evil evidence that a loving all-powerful 

god cannot exist?

Promethea Moth 
has eye and teeth 

markings on wings 
to deter predators. 

Note short, thick 
body and feathery 

antennae.

are drab; butterfl ies are brightly colored. Moths have 
short, thick, hairy bodies; butterfl ies have long, thin 

Camoufl age (see picture) helps moths blend into 

Moths have tiny hooks connecting hind wing to 
forewing. Butterfl ies lack these hooks. Wing scales on 

Butterfl ies pupate in unprotected free-hanging 

Were you ever intrigued by Mexican jumping beans? 

It’s the Jumping Bean Moth. Live moth larvae 
(caterpillars) live inside the jumping beans and cause 

In spring moths emerge from last year’s beans and 
Sebas-

. Upon hatching, larvae bore into seed 

by plucking out 
its own hair and 
weaving a “sweat-
er” for itself, one 
hair at a time.

Have you ever won-
dered what the woolly bear 
caterpillar becomes? Does a moth or 
a butterfl y emerge from the cocoon?

Woolly bear caterpillars change 
into Isabella Tiger Moths. They live 
through summer, lay eggs in autumn, 
and die.

If you fi nd a woolly bear’s abandoned 
cocoon, look for a tiny hole at one end. 
The moth secretes an enzyme to dissolve 

to develop strength and 

wise there is a benefi cial pur-
pose to human suffering and 

evil? Could removal of an “evil” cancel a 
much greater good as illustrated by the moth? 

Just because we don’t understand God’s 
purpose for suffering does not mean that a 

good purpose does not exist. ”
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts, 

declares the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) declares the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) declares the Lord
Demonstrating the purpose for some cases dis-

proves the skeptic’s claim that there is no purpose to 
suffering and evil. This defeats his “problem of evil” 
argument that God cannot exist.

Moreover, we don’t even know about all the evil 
that God undoubtedly restrains already (2 Thess 2:7; 
Matthew 18:10). 

What about the problem of Good? If the problem 
of pain removes God for the skeptic, how does he ex-

god cannot exist?

PHOTO by COgDOgblOg/FlICkR

P
H

O
TO

 b
y
 A

N
ITA

3
6
3
/FlIC

k
R


