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Monarch Butterflies

Imagine finding a tiny GPS unit that 
could navigate 3,000 miles with a destina-

tion accuracy of 10 feet. Would you believe 
someone who claimed it had developed itself 
by random changes over millions of years? 

What if this GPS was found, not on a 
street, but inside the pinhead-sized brain of 
a monarch butterfly? Does the place where 
the unit was found, whether street or but-
terfly brain, alter the obvious conclusion that such an 
instrument must have been designed by a master in-
telligence?

Orange-winged monarchs were named after Wil-
liam of Orange, King of England and Stadtholder of 
Holland in the 1600s. They are 1.5-inch long, half-
gram insects. Each of four wings has 1.4 million scales 
filled with air for flight buoyancy. 

Butterflies smell with antennae and taste with feet. 
Their taste sensors are 2,000 times more sensitive to 
sugar than a human’s. Their antennae are 5000 times 
more sensitive to smell than human noses.

life-cycle

There are four stages in 
the butterfly’s life cycle: 
egg, caterpillar (larva), 
chrysalis (pupa), butter-
fly. Which came first? 

Genesis records that 
God created organisms 
to reproduce after their 
kind. The butterfly is the 
only stage that reproduc-
es. Therefore it was first. 

Adult monarchs live 
from one to eight months 

Toward the end of life 

sized eggs glued to milk-
weed leaves, one per leaf. 
Eggs stick through wind 
and rain. 

After three to six 
days, monarch caterpil-
lars hatch. Over 20 days 
caterpillars eat 30 milk-
weed leaves, grow, and 
molt five times. Poison from the milkweed makes cat-
erpillar and butterfly indigestible to predators. After 
eating monarchs, blue jays have been seen vomiting. 

Milkweed has insect defenses including heart tox-
ins and sticky sap that gums up insect mouths. But 
monarch caterpillars are immune to the toxins. They 
circumvent the sticky sap by cutting the sap vein near 
the stem before eating the leaf from the tip.

When grown, the caterpillar attaches itself under-
neath a log or limb and in 60 seconds forms a pro-
tective covering (chrysalis) around itself. Inside the 
chrysalis, enzymes chemically liquefy the caterpillar. 
The goop reassembles in four days into a beautiful 
butterfly. The monarch emerges from the chrysalis 
eight days after entry.

The intricate metamorphosis from caterpillar to 
butterfly is currently beyond human understanding. 
The capabilities to form a chrysalis, dissolve cater-
pillar tissues, and construct the butterfly all have 

to be present at once for the monarch to 
exist. 

Monarchs could not have evolved through 
a sequence of incremental random changes. 
What selective advantage would chemical 
disassembly give the caterpillar? If the reas-
sembly program were not present, the crea-
ture would be finished and couldn’t repro-
duce. Metamorphosis is strong evidence of 
a designer.

Butterfly life

Whereas caterpillars chew leaves with strong jaws, a 
butterfly drinks nectar through its proboscis and pol-
linates flowers. Caterpillars travel minimally on stub-
by legs, but butterflies fly thousands of miles. 

Caterpillars see only black and white. Monarch 
eyes are very complex with 6,000 separate lenses. 
Monarchs can see flower colors and patterns that hu-
mans cannot see. 

How did the caterpillar change from eating leaves 
to drinking nectar? From crawling to flying? From 
seeing only light and dark to seeing complex patterns 
and colors? Could evolution accomplish it, or did the 
Creator do it?

migration

Monarchs are the only butterflies that migrate. The 
transcontinental migration was discovered in 1975 
when Canadian-tagged monarchs were recovered in 

Mexico.
The 300 million North 

American monarchs east 
of the Rockies migrate in 
the fall to cool mountain 
slopes 200 miles west of 
Mexico City, except for a 
few that winter in Guate-
mala or Florida. Hundreds 
of millions of monarchs 
blanket fir trees in 12 win-
ter roosting sites covering 
40 acres. Sites hold up 
to 50 million monarchs. 
Individual fir trees host 
100,000 huddled in huge 

Monarchs fly 3,000 

ada to Mexico. Fifty-mile-
wide flocks cross the Mex-
ican border. In the spring, 
females fly back just far 
enough to find host milk-
weeds, lay eggs, and die. 
Subsequent generations 
continue migrating north. 
Summer generations live 

only a month as they migrate north. Only the fall 
generation migrates south and then back north, living 
about eight months.

Autumn monarchs have never been to wintering 
grounds. They are three to five generations removed 
from previous migrators. Yet they navigate unerringly 
to the same isolated mountain slopes. 

navigation

In two months monarchs migrate from the northern 
U.S. and Canada back to the same small region in 
Mexico where they winter. Despite being often blown 
off course, monarchs make the required course cor-
rections to reach their destination, covering 50 miles 
per day. Some researchers say they return to the same 
tree in which their ancestors roosted. 

One experiment moved south-bound migrating 
monarchs from Kansas to Washington, D.C. When 
released they started flying directly south as if they 

were still in Kansas. Within days they corrected 
course and flew southwest to Mexico.

How do monarchs do it? Nobody knows. Some 
think monarchs use the earth’s magnetic field because 
their head and thorax contain magnetite. 

Monarch’s complex eyes can detect different light 
polarizations. Thus even on cloudy days they may be 
able to measure sun angles from the horizon to deter-
mine position. 

How do monarchs know whether to migrate north 
toward Canada or south to Mexico? Can they tell the 
time of year? How is the navigational database trans-
ferred to offspring?

All this navigational equipment and calculating 
apparatus is packed into the pinhead-sized monarch 
brain. In terms of accuracy and miniaturization, the 
monarch brain demonstrates a level of design engi-
neering that far surpasses any of man’s navigational 
equipment. Could evolutionists be correct that it de-
veloped by accident? No way! The Creator built mon-
archs to perform this navigational marvel.

on noah’S ark? 
Scripture does not say. The ark held all flesh with the 
breath of life (Genesis 6:17; 7:15). Butterflies don’t 
breathe; oxygen enters through tiny air holes along 
their bodies.

How did butterflies survive Noah’s Flood? May-
be they were ark stowaways via eggs hidden in food 
stores. Or maybe they survived on floating vegetation 
mats.

Butterfly evolution?
Fossils show no hint of butterfly evolution. The earli-
est butterfly fossils, purportedly 200 million years old, 
are butterfly wings and scales like those today. 

Evolutionary biologist and butterfly scientist Phil 
Schappert says, “Much of the evolutionary history of 
the butterfly is sheer speculation anchored by infer-
ences made from infrequent observations of other in-
sects in the fossil record.” 

Monarch navigation and metamorphosis are deep 
mysteries. Man cannot design navigational equip-
ment with the same degree of miniaturization and 
accuracy. Is it reasonable to think such a marvel could 
have evolved? Monarchs are compelling evidence of 

Follow the BibleScienceGuy at twitter.com/
BibleScienceGuy.

WILLIAM t. PELLEtIER 
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kids, would your parents 

let you walk in your food 

to taste it? butterflies do.
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Blessing Pelletier holds a newly emerged and tagged monarch while 
its wings dry before releasing it in Waynesville, Oh. sept 2009.

females lay 500 period- miles in the fall from Can- E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@woodsidenews.org.  

depending on the season. clusters for warmth. Yahweh’s handiwork.
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