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Dragons

D At this cry, knights, 

quaked with terror. Are dragons 
mythical or real?

2012 is the Year of the Drag-
on in the Chinese zodiac. The 
11 other zodiac creatures are or-
dinary animals. Why wouldn’t 
the dragon be just as real as the 
other eleven?

DragOns in hisTOry

From China to Australia, from Europe 
to India, from Scandinavia to Persia, 
over 200 cultures have stories and art 
with dragons. Dragons adorn many 
national shields and family crests.

Greek historian Herodotus, Ital-
ian adventurer Marco Polo, and Al-
exander the Great all report encoun-
ters with dragons. Document archives 
spanning the last two millennia con-
tain scads of straightforward eyewit-
ness accounts of dragon 
encounters across Eu-
rope and Scandina-
via. As recently as the 
1600s, naturalists wrote 
of dragons matter-of-
factly, documenting 
their anatomy and nat-
ural history.

St. George and the 
Dragon is one of many 
ancient accounts of 
dragon battles. In one version, a town 
appeased a fire-breathing dragon with 
two sheep daily. When flocks were 
gone, girls were sacrificed. The king’s 
daughter was eventually the day’s lot-
tery choice. A passing soldier named 
George, learning of the predicament, 
slew the dragon, and saved the prin-
cess. George declined the King’s re-
ward of half the kingdom, asking 
instead to tell the town about Jesus; 
15,000 men were baptized.

George’s story is told in The Golden 
Legend, a Latin collection of biogra-
phies compiled around 1260. It was one 
of the first books printed in English.

George was an Imperial Guard 
tribune. Emperor Diocletian ordered 
every soldier to worship Roman gods. 
George publicly refused, denounced 
the edict, and proclaimed his Christian 
faith. Diocletian hated to lose his best 

and slaves did not work, Diocletian be-
headed George in AD 303.

George is the patron saint of 
a score of countries. His cross 
forms England’s national flag. 
His dragon battle graces many 
coats of arms. The St. George Me-
dallion is the Army’s top award 
for cavalry or tank soldiers. Boy 
Scouts founder Lord Baden-
Powell called him Scouting’s pa-
tron saint. 

Although accretions like 
hoarded treasure embellish 
dragon legends, the kernel of 
truth about St. George remains. 
George was a Christian soldier 

was martyred. Sculptures, monu-

rate George’s actions worldwide. 
Dragons appear in Babylonian 

nese tales. Babylon’s Ishtar Gate 
that Nebuchadnezzar built dis-

plays dragons alongside li-
ons and bulls. Roman his-
torian Cassius Dio reports 
the Roman army killed a 
dragon at Carthage and 
sent its 120-foot hide back 
to the Senate around 255 
BC.

Greek philosopher 
Philostratus wrote around 
AD 225, “The whole of 
India is girt with dragons 

of enormous size; not only the marsh-
es are full of them, but the mountains 
as well. There is not a single ridge 
without one. The marsh kind are 
sluggish in their habits and are 30 cu-
bits long.”

American Indian petroglyphs 
depict dragons. Sioux Indians have 
thunderbird legends. Peru is littered 
with dragon artifacts in stone and 
pottery. From Ica, Peru, over 3,000 
engraved burial stones depict men 
battling dragons. Decorated pottery 
from Peru’s Moche culture (AD 400-

1100) has pictures of dragons among 
monkeys, spiders and birds. 

Men saw dragons, wrote about 

compelling testimony of countless 
stories and artifacts is that dragons 
were real. What were these fierce 
and mighty beasts? 

DragOns in The BiBLe

“God created the great sea monsters...
God made the beasts of the earth.” (Gen-
esis 1:21,25) The Almighty formed 
swimming, flying, and walking drag-
ons on Days Five and Six.

Adam named dragons. While 
seeking a companion for Adam, “God 
formed every beast of the field...and 
brought them to the man to see what he 
would call them.” I’m glad Adam held 
out for Eve over the fire-breathing 
Leviathan! (Some husbands wonder 
whether he did.)

Noah took representatives of ev-
ery land animal on the ark, includ-
ing dragons (Genesis 6:19-20). Noah 

probably took hatchlings or young 
dragons to conserve food and space, 
and to utilize their entire reproductive 
life cycle for replenishing the earth.

Literary scholar Dorothy Sayers 

authored an advent calendar The Story 
of Noah’s Ark in 1956. Fritz Wegner’s 
illustration shows animals, including 
dragons, gathered at the Ark.

Sayers wrote, “To be sure there were 
dragons in the Ark, or there wouldn’t 
have been one for St. George to fight.” 
Sayers logically deduced the presence of 
dragons on Noah’s Ark from history’s 
evidence of St. George and from the 
Genesis record that all air-breathing 
animals outside the Ark died.

Scripture’s most extensive animal 
description (44 verses in Job) portrays 
two terrifying dragons: the largest land 
monster Behemoth and the fiercest 
sea creature Leviathan. Behemoth 
was monstrous with a tree-like tail, 
bones like bronze, and limbs like iron 
bars. Leviathan was an enormous fire-
breathing dragon with vicious teeth 
and stone-hard impenetrable scales. 

The words dragon or monster (He-
brew tanniyn, Greek drakon) appear 
48 times in the Bible. The flying ser-
pent of Isaiah 30:6 was likely a winged 

dragon. Jonah’s sea monster may 
have been a dragon. 

Thirteen times in Rev-
elation, John used dragon for 
Satan – surely based on fear-
some creatures John knew. 
Eve’s tempter may even have 
been a dragon before the “on 
your belly” curse. John calls 
Satan the dragon, the serpent 
of old, who is the devil. (Rev 
20:2)

fly through the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. Adam 
named them 6,000 years ago. 
They were on the Ark with 
Noah (2500 BC) and familiar 
to Job (2000 BC). Dragons 
were known to Isaiah (700 
BC), Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
(600 BC), and John (AD 50).

DragOns are DinOsaurs

Dragon was the word used for large 
reptile-like creatures before the word 
dinosaur was coined in 1841 by cre-
ationist scientist Sir Richard Owen. 
Creatures we call dinosaurs were 
once called dragons.

Dragons and dinosaurs look alike 
and have similar traits – claws, tough 
hide, massive tail.

“Dinosaur” comes from two Greek 
words meaning “terrible lizard.” “Dino-
saur” is not in English Bibles because it 
was not coined until centuries after the 
King James Version was published.

Dragon legends bear the stamp 
of authentic confrontations with di-
nosaurs. This explains the countless 
dragon narratives and artifacts scat-
tered worldwide.

Battles between ancient mariners 
and sea monsters were probably en-
counters with ocean dinosaurs. Dino-
saur pictographs and carvings on cave 
walls, stones, and pottery provide con-
firmation that man knew dinosaurs.

Whether called dinosaurs or 
dragons, these fossils have appeared 
on every continent since the 1820s. 
Most are in massive water-deposited 
graveyards, probably from Noah’s 
Flood. Dinosaurs averaged pony-size, 
although some were larger than the 
50-foot Tyrannosaurus and weighed 
80 tons. Skeletons were more mam-
malian than reptilian.

WhaT happeneD TO DragOns?

land dragons were created on Days 
Five and Six. Humans were created 
on Day Six, so dragons and humans 
were contemporaries.

Dragons were once commonplace 
– compelling evidence comes from 
dragon tales and artwork throughout 
history from cultures worldwide. Drag-
ons may still roam inaccessible areas. 
From deep in remote African jungles 
and the wilds of Papua New Guinea, 
unconfirmed reports of live dinosaurs 
continue to trickle in. Reports persist of 
plesiosaurs in remote lakes and oceans. 

Dragons have mostly perished, 
however, through battles with man, 

ronments. 
Soli Deo Gloria.

E-mail Dr. Pelletier at 
BibleScienceGuy@woodsidenews.org. 
Read the Bible-Science Guy blog at 
http://BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.com 
and follow him at http://twitter.com/
BibleScienceGuy.

st. george and the dragon. Marble sculpture in the louvre by Michel Colombe, 1510.
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Roman historian cassius dio 

reports the Roman army killed a 

dragon at carthage and sent its 

120-foot hide back to the senate.
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accounts, Aztec stories, and Chi-

who slew a dragon, testified, and 

insufficient food, and unfriendly envi-

RAGON! 

commoners, and kings once 

tribune, but when bribes of money, land, 

ments, and paintings commemo-

dragons, and drew dragons. The 

Dragons run, swim, and 

Genesis teaches that all sea, sky, and 
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