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Worldwide demand for beavers’ luxu-
riant fur drove exploration of North 

America. Also famous for dams, beavers are 
the only animals that build structures visible 
from space. Beavers are less-well-known for 
their conservation efforts.

This concludes my three-month survey 
of beavers.

BeaVeR Dams

In the 1880s near Helena, Montana, beavers tried to dam 
the Missouri River, but eventually they gave up. The larg-
est dam once belonged to Three Forks, Montana, on the 
Jefferson River at 2140 feet long, 14 feet high, and 23 feet 
thick (wider than the Great Wall of China). 

In 2007, using Google Earth’s satel-
lite photos, a Canadian ecologist discov-
ered a longer dam in northern Alberta. 
Its length was 2790 feet – about eight 
football fields, over a half mile long, 
more than twice Hoover Dam’s length!

The mega-dam is in Wood Buffalo 
National Park, Canada’s largest park. 
It’s a wilderness twice the size of New 
Jersey. The dam is extremely remote 
and practically inaccessible – no trails, 
no navigable streams. Access requires 
helicopters, followed by rugged two-day hikes through 
densely vegetated wetlands. The area probably hasn’t 
been visited on foot since before Noah’s Flood.

The dam’s discovery astounded officials who had 
no inkling of its existence. Park staff flew over it, but 
dense forestation prevented landing. The tree-cov-
ered dam is difficult to spot, yet it’s visible in NASA 
satellite pictures as far back as 1990. See latitude/lon-
gitude 58.161527N/112.150710W.

Generations of beavers labored for decades on this 
still-growing dam. Biologists estimate beavers started 
it in the 1970s. Extensions are being built at each end, 
adding 300 feet.

This area at the foot of Canada’s Birch Mountains 
teems with beavers and other large dams from 900 
to 1800 feet long. Some Canadian beaver dams are 
reported 25 feet high and 20 feet thick.

On Grand Island offshore from Munising in Lake 
Superior, the western bank of Echo Lake is an an-
cient 400-year-old beaver dam. The 1500-foot dam 
formed the lake. The dam is now semi-permanent, 
covered with second-growth trees.

In 1997 Michigan’s Department of Environmental 
Quality threatened $10,000/day fines for beaver dams 
without permits! For the landowner’s very humorous 
reply defending beavers, see truthorfiction.com/
rumors/b/beaverdam.htm and snopes.com/hu-
mor/letters/dammed.asp.

BeaVeR TROuBle

Stories abound of inconvenient, even destruc-
tive flooding caused by beavers. People awake 
to find driveways and roads flooded by dammed 
ditches and culverts, and yards turned into 
swamps. People go to bed with valuable yard 
trees but awake to beaver-gnawed stumps. Such 
activities perturb people to strong language and 
animus toward beavers. In North America bea-
ver damage is $20 million annually.

Beavergate hit Washington, DC in April 
1999 when beavers felled flowering cherry trees 
around the Tidal Basin. Residents followed 
Park Service progress capturing and relocating 
the offenders, who became the area’s second-
most famous cherry-tree-choppers.

Years ago beavers shut down NJ’s White 
Horse Pike for a week. Workers tore down 
the dam by day and beavers rebuilt it over-
night. One night beavers buried workers’ 
tools in the dam. The standoff ended when 

NJ brought in a crane by rail to destroy 
the dam. Fifteen beavers were captured.

BeaVeR Blessings

Beaver PR is less effective than beaver en-
gineering, so beaver benefits are less well-
known. Beavers are actually nature’s con-
servationists.

During the Great Hurricane of Sep-
tember 1938, beaver dams retarded flood-
ing, thereby saving bridges, highways, and 
lives. At Stony Point, NY, 60 colonies 

comprising over 500 beavers tended dams through-
out the storm in 42,000-acre Bear Mountain Park. 
Sixty dams were the primary defense against rain-
swollen rivers and lakes. 

Beavers faced seemingly insurmountable prob-
lems. A beaver dam across a three-foot stream formed 

five-acre Long Mountain Pond. The 
hurricane doubled the pond and turned 
the stream into a 20-foot-wide torrent 
pouring 18 inches deep over the dam.

Beavers worked all night cutting trees 
to reinforce submerged dams. The bea-
vers’ log, stone and mud bulwarks held. 
Officials credited beavers with saving 
three highways, two main roads, and at 
least one bridge, as well as preventing 
erosion of hundreds of acres.

Beaverworks help control stream flow, distribute 
water evenly, and prevent soil erosion; they prevent 
floods and dried-up streams. Leaky beaver dams 
form reservoirs which store water and distribute it 
throughout dry periods. Dams delay runoff so water 
can soak into the ground and soil can be deposited 
locally rather than washed downstream. The Rock-
ies are replete with fertile beaver-meadows which are 
dried up beaver ponds.

Many beaver dams become semi-permanent with ac-
cumulated soil. Vegetation roots on dams further fixing 
them. Wildlife use dams for bridges across waterways.

Beavers are dredgers of streams, rivers, and ponds, 
helping maintain waterway depths. Beaver wet-
lands filter like kidneys, purifying water as it passes 
through.

Beavers are environmental keystones. Their dams 
are the primary natural methods for establishing lakes 
and wetlands. Beaver-originated wetlands provide 
habitats and nourishment for scores of species, from 
frogs to turtles to ducks to herons to moose. Fish-
ermen appreciate the deep pools beavers construct 
along waterways. Bird watchers find rare specimens 
in beaver wetlands.

Beavers moderate extremes and help maintain 

creation’s balance. Man would be wise to encourage 
beaver colonies on woodland streams by waiving con-
struction permits and logging licenses.

BeaVeR FuRs

Beavers were the most hunted animal in North 
America 1500-1900. Worldwide demand for beaver 
fur drove formation of the Hudson Bay Company. 
Beaver trappers were primarily responsible for west-
ern exploration and opening up the continent.

Naturalists estimate 100 million beavers existed 
in 1600, before near-annihilation by trapping. Lewis 
and Clark reported vast numbers of beavers on their 
1804-06 camping trip, but by the mid-1800s beavers 
were almost extinct in America. By 1980 beavers had 
recovered to 10 million.

John Jacob Astor made his fortune from beaver 
furs. My last name means “fur merchant” in French, 
so I surely had ancestors in the beaver trade. They did 
not make Astor-like fortunes, but they survived better 
than Astor’s great-grandson John Jacob Astor IV who 
died on the Titanic.

Some beavers are so smart they are untrappable. 
Skilled trappers report populous colonies where they 
are unable to trap any beavers. Beavers even cheek-
ily overturn traps and cover them with mud. When 
cornered, beavers do not use teeth for defense, but use 
paws to ward off blows from clubs.

Beaver pelts were “money” in colonial America. 
One skin bought four pounds of lead bullets; twelve 
bought a rifle.

BeaVeR myThs

ered by water until the Great Spirit sent giant beavers 
to the bottom to get mud to form dry land. Indian leg-

ends agree with Genesis in saying earth was en-
veloped by water in the beginning – contrary to 
evolutionary models. Indian memories of giant 
beavers have been confirmed by fossils.

eVOlVeD OR CReaTeD?
How do beavers know how to build dams, spill-
ways, canals, and locks? Why are beavers so 
well-designed physically for swimming, dig-
ging, and logging – three totally distinct activi-
ties? Why are there no “semi-beaver” fossils?

Evolutionism has no answer. So many essen-
tial features could not have gradually evolved by 
chance and natural selection. They must all ex-
ist and function together from the beginning for 
beavers to survive.

The Creator designed the amazing beaver, 
building into the DNA of the original beaver 
pair all the requisite knowledge and instruc-
tions. Soli Deo Gloria.

E-mail Dr. Pelletier at BibleScienceGuy@
woodsidenews.org. Read the Bible-Science Guy 
blog at BibleScienceGuy.wordpress.com and follow 
him at twitter.com/BibleScienceGuy.

Inside beaver den with parents and four nursing kits

WILLIAM T. PELLETIER 
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Beaver Benefits

Cherokees and Chippewas  believed the earth was cov-


